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Gazette

I
f ever there was a holiday season where spirits
needed to be uplifted and smiles brought back
to the faces of young and old alike this is it. And,

there is no better place to find that certain some-
thing to accomplish that task than in small specialty
shops.

They not only have gifts one cannot find in the big
box and chain stores, they offer them with a neigh-
borhood friendliness and knowledge of their prod-
ucts that seems to be only a distant memory in today’s
mass marketing world. For that special package un-
der the tree come Christmas morning visit these holi-
day treasure troves.

In the Mount Vernon area there’s nothing like
Hollin Hall Shopping Center on Fort Hunt Road for
one stop shopping with easy parking. And, one of
the most complete stores in the small strip mall for
just about every need, not just at the holidays, but
throughout the year, is The Variety Store, 7902 Fort
Hunt Road.

Well under way for its second 50-year run under
the new ownership of Doug Bentley, The Variety
Store, has it all from do-it-yourself decorating sup-
plies to decorated gift boxes that need no wrapping.

Two of this year’s “must have” offerings are musi-
cal and lighted gift bags. The musical bag sells for
$2.79 and the fiber optic lighted bag goes for $4.69.

By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

T
he old adage, “The more
things change, the more
they stay the same,” could
well be the motto of five

teenagers now serving as counselors
at “A Child’s Place” day care center
located in the Hollin Hall Senior Cen-
ter. They were all once small charges
of other counselors at that center.

Robin Flynn, Alexandra Serino,
David Gililland, Samantha Cooper

and Kristin
Boward were all
part of A Child’s
Place’s popula-
tion as small
children. Now
they are all high
school seniors,
except for
Flynn, a junior,
who spend their
weekday after-

noons watching over 83 children with
all that entails.

Children enrolled at A Child’s Place
range in age from pre-school through
first grade — primarily three to six
years old. And, they pose all the chal-

lenges and rewards of that spectrum.
“We are their counselors and their baby

sitters. We play with them, do art projects,
watch movies, change diapers — all the
things you would expect,” said Serino, who
hopes to attend college in Florida next year.

She is the only one of the group who is
not a native of the Mount Vernon District
area. She moved here as a small child from
Florida and met the others at the Hollin Hall
day care center.

“We all met each other here at A Child’s
Place years ago and now we are working
here every afternoon from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
It can be a real challenge,” said Gililland

who indicated he may continue there
next year if he attends college in North-
ern Virginia.

ENROLLMENT at the center presently
consists of 53 school age children and
30 pre-schoolers. The teenagers concen-
trate primarily on the children from kin-
dergarten through first grade.

“Before I started working here I really
didn’t much care for small children. Now,
I’m really into it,” said Boward. “It really
teaches you a lot of patience,” added

M
ount Vernon District Supervisor
Gerald Hyland sustained non-
life threatening injuries in an

automobile accident last weekend while
driving to his farm in Accomack County, Va.,
according to a news release issued by his
office Tuesday.

Injuries to his left leg and hip required
surgery at the University of Maryland Hos-
pital in Baltimore, Md., on Monday, Nov.
17. He is expected to remain in that facility
for several days while recuperating, accord-
ing to his office.

It is expected that he will be transferred
to undergo physical therapy for several
weeks; he was recuperating well as of Tues-
day afternoon, according to the news re-
lease.

Hyland was driving alone in his minivan
when he was struck on the driver’s side, just
behind the driver’s door, by another motor-
ist, according to reports. No details, other
than his injuries, were released by his of-
fice.

Inquires to Hyland’s office as to the exact
date, time and location of the accident were
refused. Inquires to both the Accomack
County Sheriff ’s Office and the Virginia
State Police were not able to verify any ac-
cident details.

Hyland would not accept a telephone call
to his hospital room late Tuesday afternoon
even though the person answering the

Former charges at Hollin Hall’s day care center, “A Child’s Place,”
David Gililland, Robin Flynn, Alexandra Serino, Samantha Cooper and
Kristen Boward, now serve as counselors to children enrolled in the
Mount Vernon facility.

‘A Child’s Place:’ Now Their Place
Young lives caring for
younger lives — a
learning experience.

“It really
teaches you a
lot of
patience.”
— Samantha Cooper

Hyland
Injured
In Accident

Ceramic figurines can create their own Christmas village
at Hollin Hall Variety Store. See Gift Guide on Page 13

’Tis the Season: A ‘Think Small’ Shopping Guide
Looking at specialty shops around the corner.

Inside: Holiday Gift Guide
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By Ken Moore

The Gazette

J
effrey Scott Koger admitted to em-
bezzling approximately $3 million
from 400 homeowner associations

using 140 bank wire transfers, according to
statement of facts filed Monday, Nov. 10
with his plea agreement in federal court in
Alexandria.

Koger, 39 of Oak Hill, embezzled the
money and invested funds in personal ac-
counts and businesses he was involved in,
including: $733,000 in Jordan’s 8 restau-
rant on Capitol Hill; $374,960 to pay a con-
tractor to remodel his Oak Hill house and
the Tri-Fitness, Inc.
facility in Annandale;
$40,000 for a down
payment on a 2005
Chevrolet Corvette
convertible; $60,000
for a down payment
on a house in New
Mexico; and $56,668
for windows and
doors for his home.

Koger was the
former chief financial
officer of his father’s
real estate management firm, Koger Man-
agement Group, which filed for bankruptcy
in July 2007. Robert Koger, the father, re-
ported to the Fairfax City Police in Novem-
ber 2006 that he believed his son Jeffrey
Koger had embezzled $800,000, kicking off
the investigation.

Jeffrey Koger pleaded guilty Monday, Nov.
10 in federal court in Alexandria to wire
fraud and income tax evasion.

Jeffrey Koger, already jailed in Fairfax
County Adult Detention Center on other
charges, waived prosecution by indictment
and consented that his plea agreement
could continue Monday.

U.S. District Court Judge Leonie M.
Brinkema is currently scheduled to sentence

News
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phone stated that he was out of the room
and doing fine. No surgery details were
available.

The Mount Vernon District office is open
and operating. “He is in constant commu-
nications with his staff about Fairfax County
business,” according to the release. Get well
cards may be sent to the office at the Mount
Vernon Government Center, 2511 Parkers
Lane, Alexandria VA 22306-3273.

S
CAN (Stop Child Abuse Now)
of Northern Virginia held a
birthday party Saturday, Nov.
15, at the George Washington

Masonic National Memorial, celebrat-
ing 20 years.  The evening was filled
with music from the Patrick Cooper
Jazz Group, gourmet food tasting
from area restaurants, wine tasting
from vintner sponsors and tables of
gifts and getaways donated for the
silent auction. All proceeds from the
event benefit the work of SCAN of
Northern Virginia

J
onathan Storck, 19, of 8512 Stable
Drive, Mount Vernon District, and
Edward Dawson, 19, of no fixed ad-

dress, have been charged with robbery in a
incident that occurred Oct. 19. They were
arrested in the 6600 block of Tower Drive,
Mount Vernon District, on Monday, Nov. 10,
according to Fairfax County Police.

Their arrests stem from the robbery of two
19-year-old men that Sunday at approxi-
mately 8:48 p.m. in the 2700 block of
Fairhaven Avenue. Police determined one

victim was contacted by
an acquaintance to
meet in the area of
Lenclair Street and
Tower Drive.

When the victims ar-
rived, one exited the car
and was approached by
two unknown males as
he spoke to the acquain-
tance. One suspect
brandished a handgun
and forced the first vic-
tim to return to the
waiting vehicle. The
suspects then de-
manded property from
both victims who com-
plied, police reported.
The suspects then fled
the area on foot. There
were no reported inju-
ries.

Further investigation
led to the arrest of

Storck and Dawson. Storck was charged
with robbery and the use of a firearm in
the commission of a felony. Dawson was
charged with robbery.

Both suspects were transported to the
Fairfax County Adult Detention Center. A
robbery warrant has been issued for the
acquaintance of the victim after police de-
termined his alleged involvement.

Anyone with information is asked to con-
tact Crime Solvers by phone at 1-866-411-
TIPS(8477) or call the Fairfax County Po-
lice at 703-691-2131.

Hyland in
Car Accident

Two Arrested
In Armed
Robbery

Storck

Dawson

Koger
Pleads
Guilty

More
See past coverage of the Koger investiga-

tion at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com.

Jeffrey Koger
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Still faces charges
including attempted
capital murder of
police officers in
Fairfax County.

Celebrating 20 years
of SCAN of
Northern Virginia.

Toast to Hope
The Patrick Cooper Jazz Group entertained throughout the evening.

SCAN founder David Cleary with
his wife Carol.

Executive director of SCAN Diane Charles with Randy
Taussig and Mary Phelps.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com
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By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

E
ver since she walked into a news
room of the Meriden Record as a
sixth-grade student, Mary Anne
Weber has been a journalist at

heart. She landed her first newspaper job
at the age of 16, with
the editor warning
her to “look older”
when the out-of-town
owner was touring
the facility. Since that
time, she has worked
for wire services, daily
newspapers, weekly
newspapers and a
magazine she
founded to cover Suf-
folk County, N.Y. Now
— after more than
four decades in the
business — Weber is
retiring from her po-
sition as editor of
three community pa-
pers owned by Con-
nection Newspapers,
including the Mount Vernon Gazette.

“Mary Anne brings a humanizing and
empathetic eye to what we do in a commu-
nity newspaper,” said Connection publisher
Mary Kimm. “And she’s got a great sense of
humor.”

Weber studied journalism and history at
Marquette University, where she received a
bachelor’s degree in 1963. When a neigh-
bor went on maternity leave from the local
newspaper, Weber took her place as a proof-
reader at the Southington News. As a se-
nior in college, she was hired as a general
assignment reporter for UPI —ºfinding her-
self in the male-dominated world of jour-
nalism, where her feisty spirit and take-no-
prisoners attitude led the way for countless
women who followed in her footsteps.

“I remember having many arguments
with editors about how women were pre-
sented in the news,” said Weber, who has
been with Connection Newspapers since
1995. “They wanted to refer to women by
their husband’s name, and I thought that
was idiotic.”

AS A REPORTER for the “women’s page”
for the Suffolk Sun in the late 1960s, We-
ber tried to expand the coverage beyond

From Page 1

News

See Weber,  Page 8

For those who like to wear their Christ-
mas cheer there are holiday hats depicting
Santa’s elves, snowmen, and St. Nick. There
is also a Christmas tree hat with a star on
top that lights for the really venturesome.
It sells for $9.98. Other hats range from
$1.99 to $4.29.

For home decorating there is everything
from ready-made bows, to an array of rib-
bons, to garland, wreaths, baskets, strings
of lights, and all the accessories needed to
create an individualized holiday spectacu-
lar. The Variety Store is just that— some-
thing for every need whether during the
holidays or in mid summer.

Next door at 7906 Fort Hunt Road is The
Blossom Shop, a floral shop with a wide
range of specialty gifts and items for giving
and decorating. Owner Dorothy Trimber
also does personalized home and business
decorating by appointment.

One item that immedi-
ately catches the shopper’s
eye is the illuminated 10-
inch lighted snowmen and
penguins that are the per-
fect addition to any home
decorating efforts. When
lighted they also have swirly
snow within that constantly
changes color. They are $54
each.

Enhancing any holiday
table for parties or family is
a group of ceramic food imi-
tations that include a full
scale gingerbread house,
candy cane trees, decorated
cup cakes, and a wooden
chocolate wreath. There are
several decorated seven-
foot trees throughout the
shop that display an array

of items both on their branches and
underneath.

Finally, there is The Gift Store,
7910 Fort Hunt Road, owned and
operated by Deborah Bentley. It is
home to some of the most unusual
and spectacular music boxes in the
region. This year’s most recent addi-
tion is a large winter scene with a
model train priced at $127.50.

Other selections include a Merry
Go Round at $110 and a Roller
Coaster at $127.50. For that special
stocking stuffer there are miniature
music boxes with different winter
and holiday scenes that play when
the see-through top is opened. They
sell for $16.50 each.

Instead of the usual greens on the
mantel, how about a holiday or co-
lonial lighted streetscape. They can be
found at The Gift Store for $64.95 and
$24.95 depending on size.

The perfect addition to
any holiday decorating col-
lection are the wood carv-
ings of Harwood Creek by
Jim Shore. Among those se-
lections are decorative
wooden trees at $20.95, re-
indeer at $24.94 and Santa
seated on the chimney, tak-
ing a break from his annual
rounds, at $25.75.

NOT TO BE OUTDONE
there are the shops in the
Bellehaven Shopping Center
on Belleview Boulevard. At
the eastern end of that cen-
ter is Hodges Galleries that,
in addition to custom fram-
ing, has a wide array of un-
usual potential gifts. Their
framing can also be done up

to within a couple of days before Christ-
mas.

For anyone wanting to show off their
“green” dedication during the holidays,
Hodges Galleries has just the thing — re-
cycled aluminum serving dishes that won’t
tarnish. Various pieces range from $18 to
$85 and include such items as a large plat-
ter and an assortment of varying sized
bowls.

For that Scottish Walk Weekend party
there is a Westie Dog Band in full Scottish
garb. The large Westie serves as a cookie
jar and the two smaller dogs are banks. The
jar is priced at $40 and the banks at $18.75
each.

The Gallery also has an array of orna-
ments and other potential gifts not readily
found elsewhere. Their Pilgrim Ornaments,
designed in Wisconsin and made by Thai-
land villagers go for $10 each. Some are
even on Christmas cards.

As with every holiday season, some of the

Looking at Local Specialty Shops

A five-foot Santa is surrounded by
an array of holiday keepsakes at
Virginia Florist.

A ceramic “Gingerbread” house, surrounded by other holiday ceramic
pastries and candy cane trees, make for colorful table decorations, can
be found at Blossom Shop.

A Westy Scottish Band is a perfect gift in
keeping with Alexandria’s Scottish Walk
weekend. The large drummer is a cookie
jar while the smaller figurines are coin
banks. They can be found at Hodges
Galleries.

This hand-made Lin-
coln Memorial book-
end is the perfect gift
for the history buff in
every family. Found at
Virginia Florist.

After more than
four decades in
journalism, Mary
Anne Weber retires.

Award-winning
Editor Steps
Down

A native of
Yonkers, N.Y.,
Mary Anne
Weber has
been an
editor at
Connection
Newspapers
since 1995.
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Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7800x123

Alex/ Pinewood Lake $292,500
 4332 Birchlake Court

Beautifuly updated 3/4 bedroom town house
with 2.5 baths.  Located on a quiet cul-de-
sac with wonderful views of the lake.
Shows like a model – newer carpeting and
light fixtures.  Meticulously maintained &
great location, by the lake.  Commuting
minutes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old Town &
Huntington Metro (12), Ntl Airport (27)
Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex./Mt. Vee Manor $323,900
8330 Hunter Murphy Circle

Great price for this lovely 2BR, 2.5 Bath
brick front townhome in lovely Mt. Vernon
community.  Entire floor devoted to
enormous owner’s suite with soaking tub,
separate shower, walk-in closet.  Open floor
plan, gas fireplace in family room, sun-
filled spacious kitchen.

Alex/Stratford $649,000

8400 Brewster Drive
An Absolute Cream Puff!! This lovely 4BR,
3BA Split has been updated & renovated
from top to bottom-total turn key!  Kit,
baths, flooring, windows, landscaping,
driveway, appliances, roof, painting-its all
been done.  Schools are Stratford

Landing, Sandburg & West Potomac!  15 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 10 minutes
to Old Town, 20-25 minutes to NTL Airport & Pentagon, all along scenic
GW Parkway.

Alex/Mt.Vernon $599,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5BR, 3BA split with 2 car
garage on .4 acre lot in lovely Mt. Vernon
area with lots of trees.  2 fireplaces,
energy efficient replacement windows,
beautiful refinished hdwd floors on main
level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced

rear lot with huge deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior and
exterior.  Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire.  Great
commute in minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, DC/Pentagon.

Alex/ Belle View $209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2
Sunny 1st floor unit with washer/dryer in
the building. Immaculate condition.
Great Price! Only 2.5 blocks to shop-

ping center. Also walk to recreation cen-
ter (indoor pool and ice rink). Superb
community amenities including outdoor

pool, tennis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots and picnic areas. GW Pkwy and
bike path down the street. 4 minutes to Old Town and 20 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir. Perfect location & price!

Alex/Mt. Vernon  $484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane

Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in popular
Riverside Estates.  Riverside’s largest
split w/ 2 car garage.  Spacious FR
w/FPL & beautiful sun rm addition.
Neutral carpets over hdwd floors on main
lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl.  Kit

remodeled in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great location – walk to
Ele and High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft. Belvior (5), Hunting
Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25) Pentagon and D.C. (32).

Prince William/Four Seasons
$449,000

17185 Four Season Drive
Gorgeous 3BR+loft, 3.5BA, 2 Car
Garage Colonial backing to a wooded
area in a 55+ community.  Gourmet kit
w/granite counters, extra large MBR,
maple cabinets, stainless steel appli-

ances, island, two wall ovens & cooktop.  Cathedral ceils, hdwd flrs-main
lvl, recessed lighting, beaut window treatments & plantation shutters, sec
system & so much more.  You must see to believe.
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News

Beacon Hill Bank Robbed

The bank robbery suspect
fled in this van, accord-
ing to police.

E
mployees of Commerce Bank located at 6615
Rich-mond Highway were robbed Monday,
Nov. 17, shortly before 9 a.m., according to

Fairfax County Police.
A man entered the bank, announced a robbery and

implied he had a weapon, police reported. An undis-
closed amount of cash was handed over and the sus-
pect fled in a gray, Dodge Caravan with a wavy red
and green design on the sides. It displayed Mary-
land license plate 336MO13, police reported. There
were no injuries.

The suspect was described as a black male in his
mid 30’s, approximately 5 feet 10 inches tall, with a
muscular build. He was wearing a black skull cap,
black jacket and sunglasses.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime
Solvers by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS(8477) or call
the Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

From Page 4

most specialized, conversation stimulating gifts can
be found at The Virginia Florist, 1632 Belleview Blvd.
Again this year there is the five-foot Santa adorned
in flowing robes and surrounded by various poten-
tial gift items.

For something more in line with the greenery sym-
bols of the season there is a large evergreen rein-
deer with a colorful bow around his neck. And, in
keeping with the present Wall Street bear market

there is a five-foot bear chef with his holiday apron.
In honor of the Abraham Lincoln anniversary, The

Virginia Florist owner, Kevin Green, has brought in
hand carved models of the Lincoln Memorial to be
used as bookends. The one on display is perched atop
a stack of antique books that complement the me-
morial miniature.

As well as offering a variety of floral possibilities
for individual purchases, the shop also provides flo-
ral decorations to both businesses and private homes
throughout the year as well as during the holidays.

Variety of Gifts in Local Specialty Shops
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 Put ‘County
Checkbook’ Online?

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
backed away from an initiative to provide
more transparency by itemizing county ex-
penditures online when board members put
together the county’s 2009 state legislative
package Nov. 14.

State Senators Ken Cuccinelli (R-37) and
Chap Petersen (D-35) have already submit-
ted a bill for next session that could require
the creation of a searchable, detailed data-
base of its budget and expenditures.

The measure is similar to the Federal
Funding Accountability
and Transparency Act of
2006, which set up a free
publicly searchable Web
site for all federal con-

tracts and grants over $25,000.
President-elect Barack Obama and Sen.

Tom Coburn (R-Ok.) were leaders on the
open government legislation. Former presi-
dential candidate John McCain (R) was also
one of its initial sponsors in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

After the federal law passed, several states
followed with their own transparency laws,
including Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin (R) who
posted her state’s check register online.

“Other states have done this. We will
monitor it and see how it has gone there,”
said county attorney David Bobzien.

Some county staff said they could think
of examples where government would want
to keep some of its payments “out of the
public record.”

“There are some downsides to doing this.
We need to examine it. We need better an-
swers,” said county chairman Gerry
Connolly (D).

But Springfield Supervisor Patrick Herrity
(R)– who is running to replace Connolly –
said he felt  the county was dragging its
feet on the issue. “For us not to be doing
that is ridiculous. It has been done in a bi-

partisan fashion across the country,” said
Herrity.

Connolly Favors
Bail Out for Localities

U.S. Representative-elect  and current
Fairfax County chairman Gerry Connolly
(D) indicated that he would advocate adopt-
ing an additional Economic Stabilization Act
to give federal assistance to local govern-
ments.

“When you are looking at bailing out GM,
Ford and Chrysler, how about bailing out
us? There has to be aid to localities for the
purpose of stimulus,” said Connolly at a
county board legislative committee meet-
ing Nov. 14.

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
also backed a resolution adopted by the
Virginia Association of Counties that re-
quested the federal government give money
directly to localities and not only to state
governments.

Fairfax Students
Report Depression

The percentage of Fairfax County Public
School students reporting depression has
fallen in the last seven years but still re-
mains higher than the national average,
according to the county’s 2008 Youth Sur-
vey released Nov. 14.

Approximately 31 percent of the eighth,
10th and 12th grade students in Fairfax
County who participated in the survey said
they had felt so sad or hopeless almost ev-
ery day for weeks that they had stopped
participating in some regular activities. The
national average is for their peers report-
ing depression is 28.5 percent.

The number of Fairfax County students
who say they have experienced depression
has consistently dropped since 2001, when
35 percent of those surveyed said they felt
the same symptoms.

The percentage of Fairfax students who
have considered attempting suicide, about
14.5 percent, is around the national aver-
age, 14.7 percent, and has also dropped
from its 2001 figure, 18.5 percent.

Those students who report a suicide at-
tempt, about 3.5 percent, is approximately
half of the nationwide figure of 7 percent.

About 35 percent of girls reported feel-
ing sad and lonely to just 26 percent of boys.
Approximately 18 percent of  girls to just
11 percent of boys said they had consid-
ered suicide and the percentage of female
students who said they attempted suicide,
4.7, was more than twice than of the boys,
which hovered around two percent.

In terms of ethnic groups, Hispanic or
Latinos appeared more prone to feeling
depressed, 39 percent.

White students were the least likely to
report depressive symptoms, according to
the report.

Since 2001, all student ethnic groups in
Fairfax County had seen a decline in feel-
ings of depression, according to the survey.

But Dranesville District School Board
member Janie Strauss cautioned people not
to be too optimistic about the statistics.

The a nationwide drop in attempted and
“successful” suicides among teenagers but
the incidents of cutting – self-mutilation to
relieve stress – have increased, she said.

Fairfax County chairman Gerry Connolly
said he would like to see Fairfax County
Public Schools train classroom teachers to
spot early warning signs of depression or
suicide in their students.

“My candid opinion is that we don’t do
this well. … And there is a still a tremen-
dous stigma attached to suicide,” said
Connolly. “A teacher who is trained a little
bit could be a pivotal figure.”

Help is available for anyone who de-
pressed or considering suicide by calling
CrisisLink at 703-527-4077, or 1-800-SUI-
CIDE.

Panel Recommends
New Utility Fee

Fairfax County’s Environmental Quality
Advisory Council proposed a new storm
water management impact fee during a
Board of Supervisors meeting Nov. 17.

The county currently pays for storm wa-
ter management through its general fund.
The supervisors dedicate one penny of
Fairfax’s real estate tax rate, 92 cents per
$100 of assessed value, to the cause, which
would amount to about $21 million annu-
ally.

Due to budget constraints, the county has
been using more of the funding from the
storm water-dedicated penny to cover staff-
ing and equipment, resulting in a 38 per-
cent reduction in funding going to actual
infrastructure upgrades.

The environmental advisory council
would like to see a steadier stream of fund-
ing for storm water management, particu-
larly in light of the county’s projected $500
million budget shortfall next year.

 — Julia O’Donoghue

The County Line

More Unlicensed Than Drunk Drivers

Police encounter more people driving without licenses than driving
under the influence, according to a report this week. In the Mount
Vernon police district alone, police issued 1,120 tickets for driving
without a driver’s license last year.
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W
hen the Fairfax County po-
lice set up a checkpoint over
a weekend night, they are
more likely to find people

driving without a license than people driv-
ing under the influence, according to county
executive Tony Griffin.

“Each police station has controlled stops
in the district and they tend to arrest more
people for not having an operator’s license
[than drunk driving],” said Griffin at the
Board of Supervisors legislative meeting
Nov. 14.

Fairfax County officers wrote about 5,440
tickets for driving without a license from
October 2007 through September 2008. Of
the eight precincts, the Mount Vernon po-
lice district garnered the most offenders in
this area last year, with about 1,120 tickets
issued for this problem.

Some elected officials suspect that some
of the people caught driving without a li-
cense are undocumented workers because
illegal immigrants are prohibited from ac-
quiring driver’s licenses in Virginia.

“Hundreds of people are getting pulled
over and arrested for not having a driver’s
license. …These are hundreds and hun-
dreds of people who have never had a li-
cense, never had training” said Dranesville
District Supervisor John Foust (D).

Foust suggested Fairfax County look into
a state legislative initiative backed by the
Town of Herndon, which has taken several
aggressive steps to crackdown on illegal
immigrants. The town government pro-
posed a measure that would allow police
officers to impound a citizen’s vehicle if that
person was caught driving with no license
for a second time.

Some Fairfax County supervisors had res-
ervations about the measure, partly because
it was part of a Herndon legislative pack-
age focused on a illegal immigrants that the
county generally did not support.

Most supervisors wanted more informa-
tion from the Fairfax County police about
the problem before they backed a solution.

“I think this is a bit ominous. The owner
and operator of the vehicle may not be the
same,” said Hunter Mill Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D).

In an interview this week, Springfield
Supervisor Patrick Herrity (R) said some-
thing should be done to address the issue.

Herrity said one of the problems is the
fines for driving without a license are not
high enough to deter people, until some-
one is caught for the third time. Since many
people regularly driving without a license
use aliases with the police, the offenders
rarely rack up the three charges that trig-
ger a harsher fine and penalty, according
to Griffin.

Herrity would like the police to run a
background check on all people pulled over
for driving without a license. But the su-
pervisor is not sure the checks, which are
time consuming for police, should take pri-
ority over other law enforcement duties.

“Do you want to pull police officers off
the street to do this?” said Herrity.

 — Julia O’Donoghue

More at www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

County

Notebook
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WE CHARGE BY THE JOB...NOT BY THE HOUR

FREE Estimates • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Sweeping Repainting • Historic Restoration

Wood Stove Installation • Brick Repair • Liners

Gutter & Dryer Vent Cleaning

Chimney Building & Repairing

No Mess • All Work Guaranteed • Military & Senior Citizen Discounts

571-224-4990
Serving The Metro Area For Over 25 Years

CHIMNEY SERVICE

Chimney & Masonry Works

10% OFF
WITH
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10% OFF
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News

Guilty Plea in Mortgage Fraud
Properties Affected

Vijay K. Taneja used some of the following proper-
ties in his fraudulent schemes, according to court
documents; property owners were unaware, and some
properties were used repeatedly, defrauding different
financial institutions:

North Pershing Drive, Arlington, $627,883, Nov. 29, 2007
Falkstone Lane, Alexandria, $260,230, March 19, 2001
Parenham Way, Alexandria, $404,334, Nov. 30, 2007

$33 million owed.
By Ken Moore

The Gazette

V
ijay K. Taneja, 47 of Fairfax, pleaded guilty
Thursday, Nov. 13, to one count of con-
spiracy to commit money laundering in a
$33 million mortgage fraud case.

Taneja’s company, Financial Mortgage, Inc. (FMI),
originated and sold mortgages on residential prop-
erties in the metropolitan area. Before his company
sold mortgages to financial institutions as long term
investors, FMI used “warehouse lenders” to tempo-
rarily fund the mortgages before they were sold.

Taneja defrauded a series of his company’s lend-
ers and other long-term investors of $33 million by
creating fictitious loans with bogus loan closings;
selling the same legitimate loan to multiple inves-
tors; and pocketing proceeds generated from refi-
nancing loans when the money was intended to pay-
off prior mortgages on the same properties, accord-
ing to Dana Boente, acting U.S. Attorney for the East-
ern District of Virginia.

Taneja’s company filed for bankruptcy in June
2008.

Taneja is scheduled to be sentenced in federal court
in Alexandria on Jan. 30, 2009.

He agreed to pay $8,141,327 in restitution to
Franklin Bank; $5,637,293 in restitution to First Ten-
nessee Bank; $7,503,350 to Wells Fargo Bank; and
$11,880,321 to EMC Mortgage Corporation, accord-
ing to his signed plea agreement filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Alexandria.

The maximum penalty for conspiracy to commit
money laundering is 20 years in prison, full restitu-
tion, three years supervised release and a $500,000
fine.

The United States and the defendant agreed to
recommend to the court that he be sentenced to 84
months incarceration, according to the plea agree-
ment.

Special Agents of the FBI and the IRS conducted
the investigation.

U.S. Attorney Stephen Learned is prosecuting the
case.

Crime Listings
Incidents reported through Oct. 31.

LARCENIES
 1600 block Belle View Blvd.

Cigarettes stolen from business.

2300 block Huntington Ave.
Beer stolen from business.

3800 block Laramie Place. Cash
stolen from residence.

3300 block Lockheed Blvd. Tire

and rim stolen from vehicle.
7600 block Range Road. Cellular

phone stolen from residence.
5900 block Richmond Highway.

Earrings stolen from business.

Your Home…Your Neighborhood…
Your Newspaper

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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Cooper.
When asked why they chose this over other pos-

sible jobs, there answer was unanimous, “Money, the
convenience of the work hours, and proximity to
their homes. But, primarily money.”

The two worst things about the job?
— changing diapers and being ex-
posed to all the colds that seem to be
synonymous with small children. “I
was sick for several weeks because of
all the cold germs,” said Boward. “But,
regardless of what they do you really
get to like them,” Serino said.

MOST OF the pre-school children spend the entire
day at the center from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Other coun-
selors take care of them during the morning and early
afternoon. “Those counselors normally go home
when we arrive,” said Cooper.

The center, which is operated by Fairfax County,

society news and fashion report-
ing by writing about health issues
and education trends. In the early
1970s she spent years researching
a series of stories on the detrimen-
tal effects of Agent Orange, the
herbicide and defoliant used by
the United States military during
the Vietnam War. After spending
a decade as a reporter, Weber be-
came managing editor of the Vil-
lage Herald and the Village Times
before launching her own maga-
zine, known as “Suffolk,” which
published five issues in 1979.

“We were undercapitalized,” she
said, adding that the magazine
had about 30,000 subscribers. “We
really had no idea how much
money it would take to start a
magazine.”

In 1989, she became press sec-
retary to U.S. Rep. George
Hochbrueckner (D-NY), a
friend from church who had
courted Weber for years before
she finally took the job in the
Long Island office. As a long-
time journalist, Weber knew
how to handle reporters on
deadline and how to conduct
research for the congressman.
She stayed with the congress-
man until he was ousted by
the “Contract with America”
Republican sweep of 1994.

THE NEXT YEAR, Weber
was hired at Connection
Newspapers, where she has served
as editor of several community
newspapers.

“I think community newspapers
are the future of journalism,” said

Weber. “They are the only place
where you can find out about what
is going on in your own back yard
in the local community, and there
will always be a place for that.”

During her time at McLean-
based Connection Newspa-
pers, Weber has won awards
from the Virginia Press Asso-
ciation and the Maryland
Press Association. She has
mentored countless reporters
and assistant editors with her
quick wit, rigid adherence to
deadline and sharp instincts.
In retirement, she hopes to
spend more time with her
family and continue her work
as a member of the Commu-
nity Services Board.

“She knows her stuff,” said
Rebecca Halik, who worked as
Weber’s assistant editor. “She al-
ways knew who to talk to, and she
obviously knows the community
very well.”

Learning To Care at Day Care
is open all year. During the summer months there
are a lot of educational and fun field trips for what
the counselors call the secondary group — those of
school age.

There is also an educational element to the job. It
is not just glorified baby-sitting. “We all help teach
the pre-school kids. We all watch all the kids. They
are not divided into separate groups. It’s a group ef-

fort,” they agreed.
Just then one of the children was

heard having a temper tantrum out-
side the room where the five counse-
lors were being interviewed. With an
all-knowing look at each other they
almost said in chorus, “There he goes
again. We don’t even have to look to
see who it is.”

Although it is named “A Child’s Place,” for these
five 17-and 16-year-old teenagers it has become a
place where childhood has been transformed into the
responsibilities of adulthood. And, the rewards are
not just monetary.

“It can be a
real challenge.”
— David Gililland, day

care counselor

Weber, Gazette Editor, Retires
Journalistic Recognition

Some of Weber’s Virginia Press Association Awards:

❖ 2007 First Place: Excellence of Lifestyle or Entertainment pages for
Alexandria Gazette Packet

❖ 2007 Third Place: General Makeup, Overall Excellence for Alexandria
Gazette Packet

❖ 2006: Second Place, General Makeup, Overall Excellence for Alexandria
Gazette Packet

❖ 2005: Third Place, Page Design for McLean Connection
❖ 2004: First Place, Public Service for “Dying to Drive” in Potomac

Almanac
❖ 2004: Second Place, Front Page Design for McLean Connection
❖ 2004: Second Place, Special Editions, Children’s Connection for McLean

Connection
❖ 2003: First Place, Election Coverage for McLean Connection
❖ 2003: Second Place, Excellence of General Makeup for McLean

Connection
❖ 2002: First place, Special Projects, “Secession: Welcome to the State of

Northern Virginia”
❖ 2001: First Place, Special Edition, Newcomers and Community Guide for

Vienna Connection
❖ 2000: Second Place, Specialty Sections, real estate for Great Falls

Connection
❖ 1999: First Place, Special Projects, Local Election Coverage for Great

Falls Connection

“Mary Anne brings a
humanizing and
empathetic eye to what
we do in a community
newspaper. And she’s got
a great sense of humor.”

— Connection Newspapers
Publisher Mary Kimm
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Roy Rogers is Celebrating
National Hospice Month in November.

A percentage of all fried chicken sales for the entire month will be donated
to Capital Hospice from the Bellview Shopping Center, Woodlawn/Belvoir

 and Manchester Lakes locations. Join Roy Rogers in helping almost
900 patients every day who are living with a serious, progressive illness.

On Nov. 13, Roy Rogers will be introducing our new BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich.
So come on by, order some juicy fried chicken and grab a BBQ sandwich.

Happy Trails!

Community Sponsor: The Mount Vernon Gazette

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL RAFFLE
SEASON FOR THE SPORTSMEN

The Fort Hunt Sportsmen’s
Association has concluded
another successful Redskin’s
Tickets Raffle - the local club’s
45th annual raffle.  This year’s raf-
fle winner is Scott Hilliard (on
photo right), a co-worker of Fort
Hunt Sportsman Bo Rollins, pre-
senting to Scott a pair of Redskins
season tickets.

The Sportsmen would like to thank our generous sponsors.  Without
our sponsors, we would not be able to provide financial support to the
numerous youth sports activities in the Fort Hunt area - up to and
including - West Potomac High School sports teams.  Those sponsors
are listed here - with our special appreciation.

GOLD SPONSORS
DICK AND DEBBIE ALDERSON

SUN SEW VAC

GENUARIO CONSTRUCTION

CAPITAL PODIATRY

JESTER AND REED

THE VILLAGE HARDWARE

ASIS

BART AND ASSOCIATES

ALION SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

BRONZE SPONSORS
HOLLIN HALL AUTOMOTIVE

SHLESINGER, ARKWRIGHT
& GARVEY, LLP

MIKE’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT

SHERWOOD HALL
CHIROPRACTIC, LLC

HOLLIN HALL BB&T

MR. KLEEN CAR WASH

SHARON’S CLEANING
SERVICE

FASTSIGNS

COLE DESIGNS

CRAIG MANIGLIA

JAMES E. SULLIVAN

KIRK PETROVIC

DEBBIE LESLEY

Mount Vernon Bulletin

To have a notice listed in the Bulletin, e-
mail gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Call Rebecca Halik at 703-917-6407 with
questions.

Clotilda (Tillie) Cassidy, branch man-
ager of Weichert, Realtors’ Alexandria/
Belle View Office, has announced the
start of its annual holiday toy drive
to benefit a local non-profit organization
The community is invited to donate
new, unwrapped toys from now until
Dec. 14 at Weichert’s Alexandria/Belle
View Office, located at 1612 Belle View
Blvd., during normal business hours.
Additionally, the public can buy
Whitehouse ornaments for $17 at the
office until Dec. 17. Proceeds will go to
benefit the DVP. For more information
about the toy drive or to place an orna-
ment order call the Alexandria/Belle
View Office at 703-765-4000.

The 33rd running of the Alexandria
Turkey Trot is held each Thanksgiving
morning in Alexandria’s Del Ray com-
munity. This year’s five-mile road race
will be held on Thursday, Nov. 27 at 10
a.m. at the Cora Kelly Elementary
School at the intersection of West Reed
and Commonwealth Avenues. The entry
fee — with two cans of food — is $15
for individuals ages 13-21 years and $20
for those age 22 and over. Children 12
and under can participate for $10 at the
door and two cans of food. The food will
be donated to ALIVE, Inc., an ecumeni-
cal organization serving Alexandria
families in need. Register online before
Monday, Nov. 24 and save $5. Visit
www.visitdelray.com/turkeytrot.
Online registrants also pay a $1 per reg-
istration processing fee. Alexandria
Turkey Trot T-shirts can be purchased
online for $10 each, for all ages, until
November 24.

The Alexandria Jaycees will sell
Christmas trees this season, with pro-
ceeds to benefit the Holiday Shopping
Tour for underprivileged children. This
year’s lot will be open Nov. 29 until all
the trees are sold. The location is the
Safeway parking lot in Old Town, 500
South Royal St. The operating hours are
Monday-Friday, 6– 8 p.m. and Satur-
day/Sunday, 9 a.m.– 5 p.m. Prices from
$45-$90. For more details or for mem-
bership information, call the Jaycees’
24-hour recorded event line: 703-866-
7171 or visit www.alexjaycees.org.

Fairfax Area Agency on Aging’s
transportation assistance program for
older adults is in need of volunteers. All
areas of the county are in need of vol-
unteers. For more information, call
Fairfax Area Agency on Aging’s Volun-
teer Intake line: 703-324-5406. TTY:

703-449-1186. Visit www.fairfax
county.gov/aaa, or e-mail
DFSAAAvolunteer@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Meals on Wheels needs a flexible
and organized volunteer in the Mt.
Vernon area who can manage the sched-
ule for Meals on Wheels drivers. For
more information, please call the Fairfax
Area Agency on Aging’s Volunteer In-
take Line: 703-324-5406, TTY:
703-449-1186. For information on addi-
tional volunteer opportunities visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/aaa.

The Inova Mount Vernon Hospi-
tal Auxiliary is currently accepting
applications for adult volunteers. A va-
riety of positions are available and every
effort is made to match the volunteer’s
availability, interest and abilities. The
hospital is located at 2501 Parker’s Lane.
Call 703-664-7260 or visit
www.inova.org for more information.

The Fairfax County Police De-
partment is conducting their annual
recruitment drive for their Auxiliary
Police Officer Program (APO). Duties
such as assisting with sobriety check-
points, supporting training programs
like the Sexual Assault Free and Empow-
ered (SAFE) Class, conducting home
security surveys and taking fingerprints
at community events are just a few ex-
amples where APOs are needed.
Applicants must be in good health, with-
out a criminal record or history of drug
use and not be an applicant for police
officer in any jurisdiction. To learn more
or sign up to begin the application pro-
cess, call 703-280-0701 or
auxiliarypolice@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Mt. Vernon Meals on Wheels is
seeking a volunteer driver coordinator
and a volunteer treasurer. For more in-
formation, please call Fairfax Area
Agency on Aging’s Volunteer Intake
Line: 703-324-5406, TTY: 703-449-
1186, e-mail DFSAAAvolunteer@
fairfaxcounty.gov or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/aaa.

The City of Alexandria is once
again in search of a Colorado Blue
Spruce, Leyland Cypress or other well-
formed evergreen tree, approximately 25
to 35 feet tall, to serve as the City’s offi-
cial 2008 Holiday Tree. The City will
remove the tree from the donor’s prop-
erty in mid-November and grind the
stump at no cost. The tree will be deco-
rated and displayed at Market Square
(301 King Street) throughout the holiday
season. Persons in the Washington met-
ropolitan area who are interested in
donating a tree should contact John
Noelle, City Arborist, at 703-838-4999 or

e-mail john.noelle@alexandriava.gov.

 The Mount Vernon Kiwanis Club
helps the children of this area enjoy spe-
cial educational and recreational trips,
summer camps, and many other healthy
activities. If you would like to give more
service to the Mt. Vernon community,
meet the first and third Wednesday of
every month from 6-8 p.m. for dinner
and a program at the Mount Vernon
Country Club on Old Mill Road. Contact
Bruce or Joanne Malkin at 703-360-7725
or jbmalkin@verizon.net

Driver Coordinator Needed - Mt.
Vernon Meals on Wheels is looking for
a responsible volunteer in the Mt.
Vernon area to manage the volunteer
schedule for Meals on Wheels drivers.
For more information, please call the
Fairfax Area Agency on Aging’s Volun-
teer Intake Line: 703-324-5406, TTY:
703-449-1186 or email
DFSAAAvolunteer@fairfaxcounty.gov.
For information on additional volunteer
opportunities with the Fairfax Area
Agency on Aging, visit our website at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/aaa.

The Northern Virginia Long-
Term Care Ombudsman Program
is seeking persons who are diplomatic,
assertive, and good communicators to
serve as volunteer ombudsmen. Volun-
teers are assigned to a specific local
nursing home or assisted-living facility
in the City of Alexandria and make
weekly visits, meeting one-on-one with
residents. For further information and to
obtain an application, call 703-324-
5422, or visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
LTCOmbudsman.

The Northern Virginia Habitat
ReStore, located at 7770-G Richmond
Highway, Alexandria (behind Gold’s
Gym), sells new and used building and
home improvement materials to the
general public. All proceeds benefit
Habitat for Humanity of Northern Vir-
ginia. The ReStore is run by volunteers
that dedicate their time and energy to
the work of Habitat and we are in need
of more volunteers. Call the store today
at 703-360-6700 or stop by. For more
information visit: www.restorenova.org.

Band musicians — young or old —
bring instruments and play along with
the Mount Vernon Community
Band during their Tuesday evening
band practices from 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Mt Vernon High School Band Room.
8515Old Mt Vernon Road. No auditions.
Just sit in and play along even if you are
“rusty.” Music and music stands will be
provided. Call Ed Smith 703-768-8278
or Eric Leighty 703-768-4172.

Stone, McCone III To Wed

M
r. Thomas Stone and Mrs. Enid
Kozlowski of Madison, Fla. have an-
nounced the engagement of their

daughter, Miss Meredith Stone, to Mr. Jonathan
McCone III, son of Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan McCone
Jr. of Mount Vernon.

Miss Stone is a 2005 graduate of the University
of Florida and received her master’s in education
from the University of North Florida. She is cur-
rently employed by the Montgomery County
School System as a fourth grade teacher at
Bannockburn Elementary School in Bethesda, Md.

Mr. McCone is a 2003 graduate of Mary Wash-
ington College, Fredericksburg, Va., and Flight
Safety International in Vero Beach, Fla. where he
received all his aviation ratings. He is owner and
chief pilot of Mid-Atlantic Charters, an FAA certi-
fied charter airline company based in Clinton, Md.

The couple will wed April 4, 2009 in Madison, Fla. Meredith Stone and Jonathan McCone III
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E
very year, over the winter holidays,
the Gazette turns the pages of one
entire issue over to the contributions
of local students.

As with previous years’ issues, we will feature
artwork of many kinds, photography, poetry,
opinions, short stories, reflections and more.
Artwork can include paintings, drawings or any
media; photos of sculpture, ceramics or other

works too large to submit are
also encouraged.

We welcome contributions
from public schools, private

schools and students who are home schooled.
Past contributions have come from children
from nursery schools through those preparing
to graduate from high school.

Sometimes an art or English teacher will as-
sign a project and submit the work of an en-
tire class, but individual submissions from any
young person in the community are also wel-
come. We prefer digital submissions.

Please be sure to include the name of the
artist or author, and include age, school at-
tended and name of the hometown, along with
a phone number to be used for verification
purposes only.

Call for Student Gazette

M
any localities are calling for their
share of the federal bailout. It’s not
unreasonable, given that the eco-

nomic slowdown means less revenue for lo-
calities at the very moment local citizens turn
to their local governments for more help.

For a stimulus plan that would create jobs,
give localities a boost and provide lasting ben-
efits, the next phase of stimulus spending
should involve dispensing funds to localities
that have major projects, like rail to Dulles or
school building and renovations, ready to go.

Rail to Dulles is not the only major (and

Mail, e-mail or deliver submissions to the
Gazette by Dec. 5. Our address is 7913
Westpark Drive, McLean, VA 22102. E-mail to
gazette@connectionnewspapers or call 703-
917-6431 with questions.

Looking for writing
and artwork by
local students.

Here’s a Stimulus Plan

Editorials

Build rail to Dulles
and other
infrastructure projects.

sorely needed) transit project that has been
languishing in a parsimonious and convoluted
federal process waiting for funding. Let’s spend
$150 billion paying for projects around the
country that will put people to work right away,
stimulate the economy via jobs and demand
for goods and services, take cars off the roads.

Think what a boost it would be to the local
economy to have most of the cost of such a
project taken care of by the feds.

Do we have anything to show for the $150
billion in stimulus checks mailed out to con-
sumers a few hundred dollars at a time?

The federal government is spending incon-
ceivable sums of money to help stabilize the
economy. Let’s spend some of it on something
that will last.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

703-917-6416

By A. L. Williams

The Gazette

I
 am you, a typical teenager living in the
Mount Vernon area. I have grown up here
and in my years have shared and experi-

enced numerous events, all contributing to the
way I view my world and my community. As
we’ve heard time and time again from the
adults of our community, “we are the future.”
Cliché as this statement sounds, it holds a lot
of truth; we are the future. And in a short time
we will be the leaders and the executives of
our community, and country. This is our world,

now; and we need to have a
positive voice in our commu-
nity.

That is why I am writing,
to be one voice and to share
my thoughts, and through

them your thoughts, and the news of our com-
munity, all from a youth’s point of view. I am a
high school student and like you have good
and bad days.

I am concerned about my grades and some-
times I get agitated with my parents. I listen
and try to be involved in the politics that sur-
round us although I sometimes get confused
by what they are saying. I get annoyed with
my friends, I share grief with my friends and I
celebrate with my friends. I often feel as though
I know everything and then realize I don’t. I
like being independent but sometimes don’t
want the responsibility that goes with it. I am
a teen, just trying to live and to understand.
The thought of making a difference in the
world is overwhelming, but the idea of mak-
ing a change in our community is both pos-
sible and exciting.

IN THE PAST DECADE we have witnessed
many events, some sad and scary. Early on, on
Sept. 11, 2001, we learned how vulnerable we
are when we watched the attack of the Twin
Towers in New York, and more personally close
to home, at the Pentagon, where families and
neighbors work. Then in October of 2002, we
were all affected by the D.C. Sniper; we felt
both fear and inconvenience as many of our
local and area activities were cancelled. In
2003 as a community we shared a loss of power
when Hurricane Isabel flooded our houses and
blew down trees. As summer ended and school
began in 2005 were watched with horror as
the reports of Katrina’s effect on the Gulf Coast
unfolded; although it wasn’t in our immediate
area, we again felt as though disaster could
strike anywhere at any moment. In April 2007
we felt the pain of the Virginia Tech massacre
as friends and neighbors were personally af-
fected. And most recently we witnessed his-
tory being made with the election of the first
African American President. As all of these
events took place, we watched, and we may
have cried or cheered, but they all took place
without our control. All these events just hap-

pened, causing our lives to undergo never-end-
ing changes. Every day we have a choice, we
can be stopped by our past, or we can choose
to work toward a better future. Over the last
few months of the presidential campaigns we
have repeatedly heard change is needed,
change is coming. And we can be a part of it.

WE CAN start small — something as simple
as smiling at others or volunteering in our com-
munity or maybe even reading a newspaper
and becoming informed. All those things can
start the wheels of change. Now is a good time
to become aware of how our actions affect our
future and the community we’re creating.
Christiane Amanpour, the chief international
correspondent for CNN, said “what we do and
say and show really matters.” I agree, it does,
we need to embrace the opportunities our
country allows us, and voice our opinion. We
as the youth of Alexandria, Virginia have the
chance to make our voices heard; so let’s do it.

Stay positive. Stay informed. Encourage your
friends to read the paper. Sixty-six percent said
that they never read the newspaper. Fifty Mt.
Vernon-area teens were polled.

Youth Need To Play Role in Change

One Teen’s

Voice

The Gazette welcomes views on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday. Letters must be signed. Include

home address and home and business numbers. Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and factual errors. Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Mount Vernon Gazette

7913 Westpark Drive
McLean, VA 22102
Call: 703-917-6431.

By e-mail: smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Write



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  November 20-26, 2008  ❖  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Presents a Traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner Buffet

November 27, 2008
11:00 A.M.– 5:00 P.M.

$19.95 per person
Advanced Reservations Required

625 First Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
703–299–5140  |  Rodrigo.Vera@ihg.com

The New Holiday Inn & Suites Historic District Old Town Alexandria

Sponsored by the Old Town Alexandria Retail Merchants’ Association

• One-of-a-kind shops

• Gifts for the whole
family

• Costumed carolers

• Holiday concerts

• Ride the FREE
trolley from the
Metro to the
waterfront

211 King St.• 703-683-2074
water fountains, windchimes,

incense, statues, relaxing music

ENCORE
Consignment Boutique
110 S. Union St.
703-683-1756

Featuring St. John, Armani, Escada, Chanel
25% Off non-sale merchandise with ad

Original artwork by award-
winning local artists

Miniature
paintings

Hand-painted
birdhouses

703-548-3333 • 213 King Street

Integrated Life Path
Coaching and

Workshops
Dona Witten, PhD.

Personal | Professional | Relational
Spiritual

Inquiries and brochures available from:
DJWConsultancy@comcast.net

The Best of the Best
from Virginia

703-836-3160
104 S. Union St.

“Tell A Friend!”

215 S. Union Street
703-683-0856

Candi’s Candies

703-518-1718
107 N. Fairfax Street

THE INNER
ARTS CENTER

•Journaling
•Dreamwork
•The Art of
Happiness

703-975-9175
211 King St.,

3rd floor
theinnerarts.com

Open Thurs.-Sat. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sun. 12:30–5 p.m.

From Page 3

News

Jeffrey Koger in February.
He faces a maximum penalty of

25 years in prison, $500,000 in
fines and full restitution, accord-
ing to Acting U.S. Attorney Dana
J. Boente.

“The defendant took various ac-
tions to conceal his scheme from
the homeowners’ associations and
their auditors,” according to
agreed upon statement of facts. “If
the defendant received a com-
plaint that money was missing
from a particular homeowners’
association account, he would pro-
vide a false explanation.”

Jeffrey Koger also evaded
$775,273 in federal income taxes
by failing to file personal income
tax returns from 2003-2006, ac-
cording to the Internal Revenue
Service. In 2005, he received tax-
able income of more than
$810,257.

The IRS, Secret Service, FBI,
Fairfax City, Fairfax County and
Alexandria City police depart-
ments investigated the case, which

is being prosecuted by Assistant
U.S. Attorney Jack Hanly and Trial
Attorney Caryn Mark, of the De-
partment of Justice’s Tax Division.

JEFFREY KOGER ALSO FACES
three counts of attempted capital
murder of police officers, two
counts of aggravated maiming and
five counts of use of a firearm in
the commission of felonies in
Fairfax County courts.

According to police reports and
testimony at Koger’s preliminary
hearing in June, Koger stopped his
1990 Jeep Cherokee behind a taxi-
cab stopped at a traffic light at the
corner of Seminary Road and
North Beauregard Street in Alex-
andria in the early morning of Feb.
2, 2008.

Koger got out of his Jeep,
walked to the taxi driver’s window,
and fired several shots into the
cab. The driver was seriously in-
jured.

Koger shot two other men in
another car, who escaped him by

Embezzling from
Virginia Homeowners

See Koger Pleads,  Page 23
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By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

O
nce again The Shops at Mount
Vernon are a one-stop bo-
nanza for any serious shopper
this holiday season. There are

items for every taste and every pocketbook.
Located at the southern terminus of the

George Washington Memorial Parkway, just
outside the entrance to Mount Vernon Es-
tate, with free ample parking, The Shops
offer gifts that will be cherished by any re-
cipient for years to come. Many items are
not just gifts, they offer the opportunity to
bring history home for the holidays.

For any history buff one of the most spec-
tacular offerings this season is the illustrated
edition of Pulitzer prize winning author
David McCullough’s book “1776.” This
hardcover, coffee-table, 256-page book in
its own red slip cover contains 140 images
and 37 removable replicas of source docu-
ments, including a penned letter from
George to Martha.

Priced at $65, it is a must have for any-
one who owns McCullough’s 400-page
novel that relates Washington’s trials and
tribulations prior to crossing the Delaware
River that Christmas night, which changed
not only American but world history. For
those that do not have the New York Times
best seller, “1776,” it is also available at $32
hardcover and $18 paperback.

Also among The Shops’ book offerings are

newswoman Cokie Roberts “Founding
Mothers” and “Ladies of Liberty.” The
former is an intimate look at the patriotic
women who played a crucial role in form-
ing this new nation. The latter is a colorful
blend of biographical information coupled
with behind-the-scenes vignettes about the
women, including first ladies, who blended
their private lives and public roles.

Roberts’ most recent treatise, the 481
page “Ladies of Liberty,” is available only
in hardcover at $26.95. The 359 page
“Founding Mothers” is available in both
hardcover at $24.95 and paperback at
$14.94.

DURING THE RECENT election cycle one
of the most contentious issues was that of
religion and its place in not only American
society but also in American government.
Separation of church and state is an ongo-
ing debate from all angles and all inclina-
tions.

Author Peter A. Lillback addresses that
debate and attempts to clarify the line be-
tween separation of church and state and
separation of God and government in his
work “Wall of Misconception.” It is priced
at $19.95.

One of the most unusual gifts at The
Shops this year is the Byer’s Choice Wooden
Advent Calendar. This 15-inch by 18 and
one half inch by three and one half inch
three dimensional calendar bearing an im-
age of the Mount Vernon Mansion was made
exclusively for Mount Vernon. It sells for
$85. Twenty-four numbered doors allow for
inserting small surprises to mark each day
of advent until Christmas morning.

For those who prefer to give something
edible, this year there is Mount Vernon’s

own private label peanuts. They
come in their own Mount Vernon
picturesque tins containing either
roasted salted, honey roasted or pea-
nut squares. Prices range from $2.75
to $6.95 per tin.

For that something special for that
someone special there is an array of
amber jewelry. Martha Washington’s
inaugural necklace was made of
large pieces of amber which dates
back to prehistoric times.

As usual The Shops have an as-
sortment of antique jewelry from
necklaces, to bracelets to broaches.
Prices range from a few hundred to
thousands of dollars. “However, this
year we are not expecting large sales
in this area given the economic situ-
ation,” said Julie Mosley, director of
retail, Mount Vernon Estate & Gar-
dens.

New to the jewelry line this year
is the line of pewter jewelry made
in Maryland. Individualized brace-
lets in this line begin at $19.95.
“People are asking for more Ameri-
can made items this year,” Mosley
said.

In the area of fine china, there is
an entire array of Mottahedeh china

from the recently introduced “Prosperity”
line, which was a favorite of George Wash-
ington during his bachelor days, to “The
Society of Cincinnati” settings. Prices range
from $60 to $385 depending on the design
and number of pieces.

There are also porcelain creamware boxes
that are designed to resemble the ceiling
ornamentations within the various rooms
of Mount Vernon Man-
sion. To complement
this offering is the
creamware ball de-
signed specifically to
hold a special packet of
colonial potpourri from
Maine. The ball sells for
$9.95 and the potpourri
for $16.50.

ONE ITEM that is only available at Mount
Vernon and would make the perfect keep-
sake gift is the recently released bottle of
Mount Vernon Whiskey from the newly re-
constructed distillery adjacent to The Grist
Mill. Selling for $25, this limited edition
boxed Vatted American Whiskey contains a
50 ML bottle of whiskey as well as a square,
engraved shot glass.

On the fun side of the list is a stuffed
camel for children known as George Wash-
ington Christmas Camel. A real live version
will be at the Estate for the holidays. It
seems that the father of our country had an
attraction to exotic animals and plants. In
1787 he paid 18 shillings for a camel to
spend the holidays at Mount Vernon to en-
tertain the Washingtons and their guests.

For adults there is the George Washing-
ton bottle stopper that is also a snowball. It
sells for $7.50. And to get that bottle opened
there is the George Washington cast iron
bottle opener for $10.95. Both of these
items make perfect stocking stuffers.

And, last but far from least is the annual

Holiday Gift Guide 2008

Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Shopping ‘The Shops’ — A Holiday Must
A no-hassle holiday
shopping trip from
parking to check out.
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One of Mottahedeh China’s many designs on display at the Shops at
Mount Vernon.

must gift for all Mount Vernon enthusiasts
— the 2008 official Mount Vernon ornament
which is priced at $18.95. This year’s offer-
ing is double sided and celebrates the 150th
anniversary of the saving of George
Washington’s home by the Mount Vernon
Ladies’ Association.

One side features the Mansion’s east front
decorated with snowflakes, holly leaves, red

berries and
bows. The re-
verse is deep
blue, with
Washington’s
cipher, doves,
red bows and
the inscrip-
tion, “Mount
Vernon -
C h r i s t m a s

2008.” It comes in a decorated gift box with
an educational enclosure. For a more com-
plete list of what’s available visit
MountVernon.org.

Tri-cornered hats and play muskets
surround the display of a Revolutionary
War T-shirt in The Shops at Mount
Vernon.

“People are asking for
more American made
items this year.”

— Julia Mosley, director of retail,
Mt.Vernon Estate & Gardens
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Masterpieces of Russian Vocal Music
Vera Danchenko-Stern, artistic director

The Lyceum • Monday, Nov 24, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.
201 South Washington Street • Alexandria, VA 22314

Reception following to meet the artists
Tickets - $35 at Door

To order online go to: www.thercas.com
Information 703-354-7354 or info@thercas.com
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TRIBUTE TO THREE GIANTS
Rimsky-Korsakov, Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov

Irina Rindzuner
Soprano,

Metropolitan Opera

Kreshnik Zhabjaku
Baritone,

Carnegie Hall Recitalist

Inna Leytush
Piano

See Bazaars,  Page 20

Holiday Calendar 2008

Ongoing
 Martha Washington hosts an

18th-century Christmas with candlelit
walks, fireside caroling, and early
American décor during Mount
Vernon by Candlelight. The Friday,
Saturday and Sunday evenings (Nov.
28, 29, & 30; Dec. 5, 6 & 7; and 12, 13
& 14) from 5–8 p.m. Tickets may be
purchased in advance at the Ford Orien-
tation Center or through
www.MountVernon.org. Admission is
$18 for adults and $12 for children.

Mount Vernon welcomes former
White House pastry chef Roland
Mesnier as he creates a gingerbread
replica of George Washington’s home
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Nov. 12 through
Nov. 25. The five-foot-wide and two-
foot-tall gingerbread Mansion replica
will be on display as part of the new
Christmas at Mount Vernon daytime
event, which begins on Nov. 28. Visit
www.MountVernon.org for more infor-
mation.

Gallery West  presents “Small
Works and Holiday Show and Silent
Auction” through Jan. 4 at 1213 King
St. Features a variety of art work by
members in every size. Silent auction
ends Dec. 8. Visit www.gallery-

west.com or call 703-549-6006.

Gather the Family at Woodlawn
runs Dec. 14,21 and 28 at
Woodlawn. Experience an 1820s Christ-
mas with America’s First Family before
trees, Santa and stockings. Tours avail-
able from 5:30-8:30 p.m. $15/person;
$5/grades K-12. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703-
780-4000.

The Alexandria Jaycees will sell
Christmas trees this season, with pro-
ceeds in part benefiting the chapter’s
holiday shopping tour for kids. The an-
nual tree sales support the Holiday
Shopping Tour for underprivileged kids
and the chapter’s general programming
funds for community and leadership
development. The Holiday Shopping
Tour gives area kids a fun shopping day
with funds provided and pizza party to
follow, which allows them to purchase
gifts for their families. This year’s shop-
ping event is set for Dec. 13. The
Alexandria Jaycees tree lot is located in
the parking lot at the Safeway on the
corner of S. Royal and Gibbon Streets in
Old Town Alexandria. Tree sales run
Nov. 29 until Dec. 20 or when trees
sell out). Lot hours are: Monday-Friday
6 p.m.-9 p.m.; Saturdays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Sundays 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For more details
or for membership information, call the
Jaycees’ 24-hour recorded event line
703-866-7171 or visit
www.alexjaycees.org.

Tree Sale. The Alexandria Police
department Christmas tree sale begins
on Friday, Dec. 5 at the Alexandria
Union Station parking lot (110 Callahan
Drive). The official lot hours are: Mon-
day-Thursday, 3-9 p.m.; Friday, 3-10
p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m.-10

p.m. This year’s tree selection includes
Scotch Pines, Douglas Firs, Fraser Firs,
and Concolor Firs. They will range in
size from 4 1/2 feet to 10 feet tall.  Pro-
ceeds benefit the Alexandria Police
Youth Camp.

The Little Theater of Alexandria
will perform “Scrooge! The Musical”
from  Nov. 22-Dec. 21 at 600 Wolfe St.,
Old Town. Performances are Wednes-
days-Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10/
person and can be purchased at
www.thelittletheatre.com.

The Alliance Dance Institute presents
“Nutcracker”  from Nov. 29
through Dec. 28 in the Landmark
Mall, 5801 Duke St. Performances are
Saturdays and Sundays at 1 p.m., 3 p.m.
and 5 p.m. $20/person. After the show,
stay for photo opportunities. Visit
www.adidance.com or 703-354-6000.

This Christmas, arrange for a per-
sonalized letter from Santa Claus,
postmarked from the North Pole. The
Alexandria Jaycees are offering custom-
ized letters sent directly to children from
Santa for only $5 each. The letter will
also include a coupon to a child-friendly
restaurant. Letter requests must be re-
ceived by Dec. 8. Orders received after
Dec. 8 will be postmarked from Virginia.
For more information or to place an or-
der, visit www.alexjaycees.org.

The American Horticultural Society
hosts holiday happenings at its head-
quarters at River Farm. From Dec. 1 to
Jan. 16, River Farm’s grounds and es-
tate house will feature lights, poinsettias,
and other festive holiday decorations. All
are welcome to visit and enjoy Monday
through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but note
that the grounds will be closed from Dec.
25 through Jan. 4.

Bazaars and Fairs
Throughout the holiday season, visit

one of the many bazaars and fairs for
unique gifts for family, friends and oth-
ers on your list. A variety of items will be
sold along with food and beverages.

SATURDAY/NOV. 22
 Christmas Bazaar. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at

St. Mary’s School, 400 Green St. The
Bazaar includes over 60 exhibitors/
vendors, Santa’s Workshop, crafts,
bake sale, flea market, children’s
games and prizes, book sale. Free.

Holiday Shop. 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Over 50
artisans in fiber arts, photography,
wood, paper, metal, glass and clay;
orchids; crafts from around the
world; quilt raffle. Country kitchen
with chutneys, baked goods,
gingerbread house kits; enjoy a
delicious lunch of soup, sandwich,
cheese pie. Free.

Floral Design Workshop. 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Design a Thanksgiving centerpiece.
$48/person. 703-642-5173.

THURSDAY, DEC. 4
 Scottish Christmas Walk

Marketplace. Noon-5 p.m. at
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Shop for a variety of holiday
items.  Visit
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com or
703-549-0111.

Heather and Greens Sales. 7-9 p.m.
at Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Purchase wreaths, garlands,
flatwoods and more. Free. For more,
visit www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

The Mount Vernon Gazette’s Holi-
day Gift Guide will be available
online in its entirety at
www.connectionnewspapers.com
under Mount Vernon Gazette enter-
tainment. To have events be in-
cluded in this section, e-mail
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

All Beverages Extra - Taxes & Gratuity Not Included - Completed Bar

(703) 548-1616

BREAKFAST & THANKSGIVING DINNER

734 North Saint Asaph Street

FOR

AMPLE FREE
PARKING

BREAKFAST BUFFET

THANKSGIVING BUFFET DINNER

7:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Omelette Station • Eggs • Bacon • Virginia Ham

Sausage Links • Belgian Waffles • Hot Cakes • Home
Fires • Grits • Sausage Gravy Over Biscuits • Rolls •

Muffins • Fresh Fruits
Adults: $11.25 - Children 12 & Under: $4.25

12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m.
Carved Hot!! Roast Turkey with Sage Dressing &

Giblet Gravy • Roast Beef au jus • Baked Virginia Ham
with Raisin Sauce • Baked Yams • Oven Browned

Potatoes • Mashed Potatoes • Green Beans • Fresh
Broccoli with Hollandaise Sauce • Rolls & Butter •
Apple Pie • Pumpkin Pie • Hot Mince Pie & More!!!

Adults: $17.95 - Children 12 & Under: $7.95

Join The

Open 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

Alexandria, Virginia  22314

COCKTAIL
AND WINE
AVAILABLE

Trattoria da Franco
Award–Winning Roman Cuisine

~Celebrate Thanksgiving With Us~

Franco’s Piano Bar is open
with live music

Friday–Saturday Evening

Turkey Dinner
Special Enjoy this

 Holiday favorite with
 a glass of Champagne.

305 S. Washington Street • Old Town • 703-548-9338
Daily Specials • Private Party Rooms • Ample Free Parking

Thanksgiving

a la Carte Menu

3-CloseThanksgiving

a la Carte Menu

2 PM-Closing

Opera NiteNOV. 23th

Holiday Pottery Show and Sale.
Noon-6 p.m. at The Art League in the
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Free. Purchase a variety of items by
residents ranging from $5-$100. Visit
www.theartleague.org or 703-683-
5358.

FRIDAY/DEC. 5
 Scottish Christmas Walk

Marketplace. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Shop for a variety of holiday
items, visit a café and buy heather
and greens. Visit
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com or
703-549-0111.

Heather and Greens Sales. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. at Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. Try a touch of
heather and greens to enhance
holiday decorations with a Scottish
flair. Purchase fresh heather bundles
or a variety of wreaths, garlands,
flatwoods and more. Free. For more
information on the Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Tree Sale. The Alexandria Police
department Christmas tree sale
begins on Friday, Dec. 5 at the
Alexandria Union Station parking lot
(110 Callahan Drive). The official lot
hours are: Monday-Thursday, 3-9
p.m.; Friday, 3-10 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday, 10 a.m.-10 p.m. This
year’s tree selection includes Scotch
Pines, Douglas Firs, Fraser Firs, and
Concolor Firs. They will range in size
from 4 1/2 feet to 10 feet tall.
Proceeds benefit the Alexandria
Police Youth Camp.

Art & Crafts Holiday Market. 7 p.m.
at the Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704
Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Search
through gifts created by more than
20 artist members and enjoy baked
goods. Call 703-838-4827 for more.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
A Christmas Marketplace. 10 a.m.-5

p.m. at Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. Vendors sell unique,
holiday gift wares in a boutique
setting. Free. For more information
on the Scottish Christmas Walk
Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Heather and Greens Sales. 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. at Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. Try a touch of
heather and greens to enhance
holiday decorations with a Scottish
flair. Purchase fresh heather bundles
or a variety of wreaths, garlands,
flatwoods and more. Free. For more
information on the Scottish
Christmas Walk Weekend, visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

Craft Sale. Heritage Presbyterian
Church is holding a craft sale “Made
by the Bell” from 9 a.m.-noon at the
church, 8503 Fort Hunt Road. One
hundred percent of the proceeds go
to support Heritage Presbyterian
Women’s outreach programs for
children and women. Call Jenny
Kennedy at 703-360-9546 or visit
www.heritagechurchva.org for more
information.

Art & Crafts Holiday Market. 10
a.m.-6 p.m. at the Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Search through gifts

created by more than 20 artist
members and enjoy baked goods.
Call 703-838-4827 for more.

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Holiday Bazaar. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at
1608 Russell Road. Free. There will
be a silent auction, vendors, variety
of items, children’s activities and
more. 703-683-0798.

Holiday Pottery Event. 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Schlesinger Center, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Free. Browse works
by students of NOVA. Visit
www2.nvcc.edu for more.

SUNDAY/DEC. 7
Art & Crafts Holiday Market. Noon-

4 p.m. at the Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Search through gifts
created by more than 20 artist
members and enjoy baked goods.
Call 703-838-4827 for more.

Holiday Shopping Spectacular. The
Alexandria Commission for Women is
holding a art and shopping
spectacular from 3-6 p.m. at the Next
Realty, 900 N. Fayette St. Purchase
arts and crafts, jewelry, handbags
and more from emerging women
artists. Free. 703-838-5030.

SATURDAY/DEC. 13
Craft Sale. Heritage Presbyterian

Church is holding a craft sale “Made
by the Bell” from 9 a.m.-noon at the
church, 8503 Fort Hunt Road. One
hundred percent of the proceeds go
to support Heritage Presbyterian
Women’s outreach programs for
children and women. Call Jenny
Kennedy at 703-360-9420 for more
information.

From Page 14

Holiday Calendar

Tree Lights On
A few areas in Alexandria are celebrat-

ing a community-wide holiday kick-off
with tree lightings. Area tree lightings
include various activities such as photos
with Santa, receptions, caroling and
more.

FRIDAY/NOV. 28
Tree Lighting. City of Alexandria will

hold a tree lighting from 7-9 p.m.
The event includes musical
entertainment with greetings from
the Mayor and Santa Claus in Market
Square, 301 King St. Free. 703-838-
4844.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
Holiday Boat Parade of Lights.

Begins at 3 p.m. with a holiday
review featuring local school groups
performing. Santa will arrive via boat
dockside at the gazebo. Pets are
welcome for photos as well. Boat
parade starts at 5:30 p.m. Free. Visit
www.funside.com for more.

Lights of Love. The Inova Mount See Lights,  Page 21

Bazaars

The Alliance Dance Insti-
tute is again showing “The
Nutcracker” in the Land-
mark Mall. Visit
adidance.com for more.

Vernon Hospital Auxiliary will
present the 26th annual Lights of
Love program at 5 p.m. in the
hospital’s main lobby. For a donation
of $5 dedicate a light in memory of a
loved one or to honor a friend,
neighbor, or relative who has added
joy. For a donation of $100, dedicate
a light in the tree-top star.
Entertainment includes the “Festival
of Music” by the West Potomac High
School Soundsations and songs by
Dr. Cleve Francis, Inova MVH
cardiologist and renowned vocalist. A
reception in the hospital cafeteria
will follow the program. The hospital
is located at 2501 Parker’s Lane,
Alexandria. For any questions contact
the Volunteer Services Office at 703-
664-7260.

Tree Lighting and Luminaria
Display. 5:30 p.m. on Mount
Vernon Avenue, followed by a tree
lighting ceremony at 6 p.m. near the
Mount Vernon Rec Center, located at
Commonwealth and Mount Vernon
avenues. Free. Visit www.pwba.org,
www,funside.com or 703-683-2570.
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Help Your Child Do
Better in School!
Make this your child’s
best school year EVER!

Springfield
Burke, Fairfax Station

703-451-4466

Your child can learn.

Alexandria
Mt. Vernon, Lorton

703-541-2211
Open Monday - Thursday & Weekends

Mention this ad and
SAVE $50 OFF DIAGNOSTIC TEST

EXAM PREP
AVAILABLE

Independently
owned and operated.

Reading, Writing, Math,
Study Skills, SAT Prep

When it comes to helping kids with the new school year, no
one does it better than Huntington. If your child struggles
with homework, can’t keep up with new classwork, or just
wants to get ahead, call us. We can help. We can diagnose
what is keeping your child from being his or her best and
create a program of instruction tailored to his or her need.
Just a few hours a week can improve your child’s skills,
confidence, and motivation.

THURSDAY/DEC. 11
 Holiday Tree Lighting. 5-7 p.m.

at Hoffman Town Center. Free.
The Alexandria Harmonizers will
provide entertainment. Free. Gift
card donations will be requested
to help the wounded and their
families at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center. There will be
raffles, free food and more.

SUNDAY/DEC. 14
 Tree Lighting. 6:15 p.m. at the

King Street Garden Park, across
from the King Street metro.
Enjoy a tree lighting, caroling,
hot cider, cookies and a special
guest. Free.

Tree Lighting

Family Events
Families can come together and enjoy

a multitude of events geared towards
families, from candlelight tours to a
children’s tea party.

THURSDAY/NOV. 27
Turkey Trot. 31st annual Turkey Trot

from 8:30-11 a.m. at Cora Kelly
School. Runners are encouraged to
bring non-perishable foods. $10 on-
line or $15 on race day. Visit
www.pwba.org for event
information.

THURSDAY/DEC. 4
 Children’s Tea Party. 3:30-5:30 p.m.

at the Masonic Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. This special event
features Santa Claus and children can
have their picture taken with Santa.
$40/adult and child and $10/each
additional ticket. Visit
www.campagnacenter.org or
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 5
Holiday Dinner Theater. Alexandria

Harmonizers Chorus presents “A Very
Merry Musical” at 7:30 p.m. at First
Baptist Church, 2932 King St. $15/
adult; children ages 6-12 are $7; age
5 and under free. Enjoy favorite
songs and a family meal with Santa.
Reserved table seating. Visit
www.harmonizers.org or 240-206-
9626 for tickets.

SATURDAY/DEC. 6
Scottish Preview. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at

the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Includes bagpipe
performances, Celtic music, military

living history demonstrations and
more. Free. Call 703-838-4994 for
more information.

Santa Railway Express. Ride with
Santa from King Street Station to Old
Town Manassas and back on two
Fridays before Christmas. The train
departs King Street Train Station in
Alexandria at 1:25 p.m. and travels
to Old Town Manassas Train Station.
Passengers will disembark for holiday
stories and treats. The train returns
to King Street at 3:30 p.m. Buy
tickets only at Whistle Stop Hobbies
in Old Town. Visit
www.whistlestophobbies.com.

The Scottish Christmas Walk
Parade. 11 a.m. beginning at the
corner of Wilkes and South Pitt
Streets and ending at the Campagna
Center. Over 100 Scottish Clans, pipe
and drum bands, Scottish dancers
and Santa Claus will march. Visit
www.scottishchristmaswalk.com.

From Page 20

Holiday Calendar
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New Alexandria $525,000
Potential for 2 S/F homes in New Alex lot sizes approx
11,520 each, great location just south of Olde Towne Alex
off the GW Pkwy.

CALL
DALE WROBLESKI

703-217-5912

TWO SINGLE FAMILY LOTS
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Old Town’s Small Salon – One chair, one client at a time
Call for an appointment – 703-548-5547

108 S. Patrick Street, Alexandria

Business

People Notes

Send announcements to the Gazette, by
e-mail to gazette@connectionnewspapers
.com. Deadline is Thursday at noon for
the following week’s paper. Photos and
artwork encouraged. Call Rebecca Haliks
at 703-917-6407 with questions.

Eye2eye Optometry Corner, an
optical boutique, celebrated its grand
opening on Nov. 14 at 1502 Mt. Vernon
Ave. Meet the staff and enter to win
door Prizes and raffles.

Centura College’s Alexandria cam-
pus has received the 2007-2008 School
of Distinction award from their national
accrediting agency. Centura College’s
certifying organization, the Accrediting
Commission of Career Schools and Col-
leges of Technology (ACCSCT), has
recognized the Alexandria campus as an
institution committed to delivering qual-
ity educational programs and exceeding
the rigors and expectations of their stan-
dards.

The Habitat ReStore of Northern

Virginia was awarded Best Retail Busi-
ness of the Year by the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce at the Annual
Business Awards Dinner on Friday, Nov.
7.

The Art League was honored by the
Alexandria Chamber of Commerce with
a special “Chamber Champion of the
Arts” Award at the 2008 Business
Awards Dinner, Nov. 7 at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Old Town Alexandria.

Associated General Contractors of
D.C., the local affiliate of Associated
General Contractors of America, pre-
sented its Sustainability Award for
Design/Build Construction to the
Hensel Phelps Construction Com-
pany in recognition of their work on the
T.C. Williams High School construction
project.

Stephanie Millner,  owner of
Stephanie Millner Photography and
Design in Alexandria, has earned the
Certified Professional Photographer
(CPP) designation from the Professional

Photographic Certification Commission.

Dougherty & Associates, Inc., an-
nounced the appointment of Carolyn
Lindsay Stirrett as DAI’s Controller.
Stirrett brings 25 years of senior man-
agement experience to the position.

Virginia Commerce Bank announced
the recent appointments of two senior
officers. Kerry J. Donley has returned
to the bank as senior vice president,
Community Banking, focusing on busi-
ness development in the Alexandria
market. Donley had spent the last seven
years of his 24-year banking career at
VCB prior to his three-year tenure as
athletic director for T.C. Williams High
School. Donley has also been a public
servant in Alexandria, having previously
served on the City Council and as mayor
of the City. Paul P. Adams has joined
VCB as senior vice president, Commer-
cial Real Estate Lending. Adams, a CPA,
has over 20 years of in-market experi-
ence in real estate and commercial
lending.

School Notes

Three former West Potomac
Academy students have teamed up
with their teacher to produce a docu-
mentary that explores the contributing
factors that relate to and/or lead to
homelessness among veterans. The
documentary was scheduled for release
on Veterans’ Day, Tuesday, Nov. 11, on
a platform Web site that includes corre-
sponding journalism and a digital
library of interviews. West Potomac
Academy is one of six high school acad-
emies in Fairfax County Public Schools.

Nancy Mantelli, third-year teacher of
Professional Television Production at
West Potomac Academy, employed
three of her award-winning student
graduates to produce Beyond the Wall:
The Homeless Zone. Wes Beale, cur-
rently a senior in Mantelli’s class, is
assisting in the post-production market-
ing for the film.

The first FCPS Artist Teacher
Exhibition was on display from Nov.
3-15 at the Ernst Cultural Center at the
Annandale Campus of Northern Virginia
Community College. A total of 61
teacher-artists were represented by 86
artworks in the exhibition. These works
were selected from over 300 submis-
sions by juror J. J. McCracken, a local
sculptor, performance artist, and ad-
junct professor at Virginia
Commonwealth University. The Mount
Vernon featured teacher-artists, with
their schools were: Chris Klinke (Mount
Vernon High), Marielle Mariano
(Woodlawn Elementary), Kathi Stevens
(Mount Vernon High), Aaron Stratten
(high school resource teacher), Angela
Williams (Hollin Meadows Elementary).

Army Spec. Ericka T. Collins has
graduated from basic combat training at
Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. She is the
daughter of Stephanie Beekman of Alex-
andria. Collins graduated in 2002 from
Bishop O’Connell High School, and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in 2007 from
Virginia Commonwealth University,
Richmond.

Benjamin Sprague Hewson, the
son of Tom and Deborah Hewson of Al-
exandria, has graduated from the
University of Rochester. On May 18,
2008 at the 158th commencement, he re-

ceived a Bachelor of Arts in Economics.
He was also a graduate of Mercersburg
Academy in Mercersburg, Pennsylvania.

Marine Corps Pvt. Taytra T.
Todd, daughter of Georgia T. Todd of
Alexandria, recently completed the Ma-
rine Corps Basic Enlisted Supply Course.
Todd is a 2006 graduate of The Potomac
School of McLean, and joined the Ma-
rine Corps in July 2007.

Army National Guard Spec.
Joshua A. Price has returned to 116th
Brigade Special Troop Brigade, National

Guard Station, Fredericksburg, Va., af-
ter being deployed to an overseas
forward operating base in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Price, a can-
non crewmember with two years of
military service. He is the son of Andrea
K. and Eugene R. Price of Alexandria
and received an associate degree in
2006 from Norwich University,
Northfield.

Army 2nd Lt. Gabriel L. LaMois
has graduated from the Army Basic Of-
ficer Leader Course at Fort Benning,
Columbus, Ga. LaMois’ parents, Loyd M.
and Eve L. LaMois, live in Alexandria. In
2003, the lieutenant graduated from
Bishop Ireton High School, Alexandria,
and received a bachelor’s degree in 2007
from Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity.
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By DeeDee Tostanoski

S
ALT (Social Action Linking Together)
held its annual advocacy conference
on Oct. 25 at St. Thomas a Becket

Catholic Church in Reston. Despite the rain,
the conference was attended by an enthu-
siastic cadre of advocates anxious to learn
how to impact the legislative process in
Richmond on behalf of social justice con-
cerns.

The keynote address was given by former
Del. Vincent Callahan from McLean, who
provided the group with an excellent
grounding in the political realities of effect-
ing change in the Commonwealth. He ob-
served with disappointment the enormous
decrease in collegiality over the past decade.
He also clarified for the audience the criti-
cality of engaging the money committees
in any proposals, since the absence of fund-
ing will negate the best of ideas. He pointed
out that there are 1,200 registered lobby-
ists in Richmond, targeting 140 legislators,
emphasizing how important it is for legis-
lators to hear from and see their constitu-
ents to balance out that influence. Delegate
Callahan advised visiting legislators at
home, prior to the beginning of the session
in Richmond, as they are so overwhelmed
once the session begins that it can be diffi-
cult to get their attention.

And finally, he encouraged the group to
expand their network throughout the state,
so that all legislators will be hearing from
their active constituents on behalf of social
justice.

JEFF CARUSO from the Virginia Catholic
Conference defined advocacy as informing
and persuading. As people of faith, he re-
minded us that our advocacy is grounded
in love of God and love of neighbor, and
will require both great patience and great
persistence.

From a practical perspective, he encour-
aged the audience to build relationships
with their legislators, attend home district
meetings, town hall meetings, Catholic Ad-
vocacy Day in Richmond, and write letters
to the editor. He also reminded the group
that thanking legislators for their service,
their time, and for votes that are in keep-
ing with our social justice agenda is essen-
tial to the advocacy process.

Representatives from several of SALT’s
partner organizations also spoke in support
of SALT’s 2009 social action agenda. These
included Communities of Faith United for
Housing, Virginia Coalition to End
Homelessness, and Virginia CURE. Darlene
Palmer, a relative caregiver, provided the
most compelling witness on the need for
an increase to TANF benefits by sharing her
personal story. Ms. Palmer and her husband
became caregivers for four grandchildren
due to domestic violence, and they have
gone into significant debt due to the inad-
equacy of Virginia’s TANF benefits.

Despite strong evidence that children in
relative care are significantly more stable

than children in foster care, the disparity
in state support is huge. Two children liv-
ing with a single parent will receive $320
in TANF payments. If these same children
live in foster care, they will receive $918 in
monthly TANF payments. But if they live
with their grandparents, these same chil-
dren will receive $254! Hearing about the
realities of attempting to raise four grand-
children with such inadequate state support
struck the hearts of everyone in attendance.
Ms. Palmer closed her testimony by saying,
“These children are our future. If we give
them less, we can expect less from them.”

THE SALT advocacy agenda for 2009 in-
cludes the following items: a rental assis-
tance pilot project to be funded in part by
federal TANF funds, a 10 percent increase
in benefits to TANF recipients, and elimi-
nation of the lifetime ban on TANF benefits
for former drug offenders. Combined, these
legislative initiatives will provide a real so-
lution for low-income Virginians in these

difficult times.
SALT’s primary advocacy event is its an-

nual “Home for the Holidays” greeting card
campaign, which is managed through
Catholic parishes and other faith congre-
gations. SALT provides the language and the
background information so that members
of faith communities can write greeting card
messages to their legislators in an organized
manner. Most faith communities provide
legislator addresses, collect the cards and
send them jointly to the legislators in order
to maximize their impact. The time com-
mitment for individual parishioners is only
three minutes, but the impact of these hand-
written greeting cards is enormous.

If your parish has not participated in the
“Home for the Holidays” card writing cam-
paign, you should consider it now. To get
further information on how to participate
in the campaign, or any other information
about SALT, go to www.S-A-L-T.org, or con-
tact John Horejsi, SALT Coordinator at
jhorejsi@cox.net.

Report from
SALT’s annual
advocacy conference.

Enlist State Legislators for Social Justice

By Scott A. Surovell

Chair, Fairfax County

Democratic Committee

F
airfax County helped make history
again on Nov. 4 by turning Virginia
blue for only the second time in
the 60 years since Harry Truman’s

last race. We have two Democratic U.S.
Senators for the first time since 1970 and
we have redeemed the 11th Congressional
District for the first time since 1994.

Fairfax County has been building to this
day by providing the absentee votes that
turned the U.S. Senate blue at midnight on
Election Day in 2006 and turning the first
southern legislative chamber blue since
Reconstruction in 2007 by winning two
Senate seats in Northern Virginia.

Earlier this year, we took steps to profes-
sionalize our County Democratic Commit-
tee and donors responded by giving us the
resources we needed to step up and get the
message out. The hard work of all of our
officers, executive director, interns, volun-
teers, and the extended cooperation and
coordination that took place between the
six campaigns operating in Fairfax County
this cycle was extraordinary.

For most of my life, certain parts of this
Commonwealth liked to refer to Northern
Virginia as a different state. This year,
people even stooped to calling us “Fake Vir-
ginia,” or not “The Real Virginia.” For years,
Fairfax County has provided the jobs, eco-
nomic growth, and tax revenue that has
powered the budget for the entire state —
now we also provide the votes. One would
think after what “Fake Virginia” did to Jerry
Kilgore and George Allen who virtually ig-
nored Fairfax County during their cam-
paigns, John McCain and Sarah Palin would
have learned a lesson.

Our county is the most educated, di-
verse, wealthy, well-informed, and the
largest jurisdiction in this great Common-
wealth.  Barack Obama and Joe Biden
won a 109,222 vote margin out of Fairfax
County. This is more than triple the
33,691-vote margin Fairfax County gave
to John Kerry.

How much bigger was our turnout? In
2004, Fairfax County turned out at 73.8
percent. In 2008, we hit 78.8 percent. In
2004, we cast 53,488 absentee votes. In
2008, Fairfax County voters requested
107,145. Our absentee votes were greater
that the total votes in all but six of the

137 independent jurisdictions in Virginia:
Arlington County, Chesterfield County,
Henrico County, Loudoun County, Prince
William County, and Virginia Beach.

How important is Northern Virginia? If
you subtract the 8th, 10th, and 11th Con-
gressional Districts’ results from the state-
wide totals, John McCain and Sarah Palin
won Virginia. So what’s the bottom line?

It means that the Real Virginia has
spoken.

We have now proven in three straight
statewide elections that the path to state-
wide office, and some might even say to
winning the Presidency, passes right
through Fairfax County. Statewide candi-
dates who ignore Fairfax County do so at
their own peril.

Fairfax County’s voters can take time and
enjoy our success of the last four years in
changing our country. We are restoring
hope and have just taken a big step to make
our country that shining city on the hill
that the rest of the world looks to as an
example.

Scott A. Surovell is chair of the Fairfax
County Democratic Committee and a
Mount Vernon resident.

Opinion

The ‘Real Virginia’ Has Spoken Poetry

Primary Colors
I can’t describe
the show
on the walls of the Athenaeum
I tried
and failed
in an ode to orange
it catches joy
in frames
on the wall
full of fall’s fires
despite a display
of spring green
here
and a swatch
of flesh tone
there
it’s mostly
fall’s fires
burning
on the walls
of the Athenaeum

— Peter Lattu

October, 2008

From Page 11

driving into the Fairfax County Police Sta-
tion on Franconia Road.

Koger eventually fled in his Jeep to elude
a Virginia State trooper. Koger crashed into
a traffic control box in front of Springfield
Shopping Mall, and got out of his car with
a firearm in his hand.

When Koger fired his weapon, the trooper
and Washington Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority officers shot back, hitting Koger in
the midsection. He was hospitalized with

life-threatening injuries, but recovered.
In August, Koger’s defense attorney, Pe-

ter D. Greenspun, filed notice of Koger’s
possible intent to claim the insanity defense.

At Koger’s preliminary hearing,
Greenspun asked the trooper if Koger said
anything after crashing his car.

Koger faces more than three life terms in
prison if convicted in Fairfax County Cir-
cuit Court. His trial on those charges is cur-
rently scheduled for February, after his sen-
tencing hearing in federal court.

Koger Pleads Guilty To Embezzling
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Highlight Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

People

By David Schultz

The Gazette

A
mada Wells is a happy, healthy three year
old. She likes to watch Dora the Explorer
on television and has a poster above her
play area of someone she calls “Rock

Obama.” Her shyness around strangers is betrayed
by an infectious, cherubic smile
that she can’t hide when she’s feel-
ing playful.

Amada is too young to remem-
ber that her life wasn’t always this
idyllic. When she was five months
old, a social worker took her away
from her birth mother and placed
her into foster care. Amada’s
mother suffered from mental ill-
ness and was no longer able to
take care of her.

She was placed with Katina
Wells, a 35-year-old special edu-
cation teacher at Barcroft Elemen-

tary School in Arlington. The day the Arlington
County Foster Care Program contacted Wells was the
day before the one-year anniversary of her father’s
death. She had taken time off from work to be alone
when she got the call about Amada.

“Should I do this?” Wells asked herself. Even
though Wells was still in mourning over her father,
she decided to take Amada into her Alexandria apart-
ment. When she went to pick Amada up, there was
an instant connection. “Look, I’m here to take pretty
good care of care of you,” she told the five month
old. “Please don’t give me a hard time.” Amada
looked at her and nodded.

The next day, Wells contracted an intense stomach
virus and was in and out of the bathroom all night.
Despite being away from her mother in a new situa-
tion, Amada was peaceful throughout. “She’d be in

her seat and she’d be wonderful,”
Wells recalled. “She slept all night.
She really understood me.”

WELLS, With a wide smile and a
thick New York accent from her
formative years spent growing up
in the Bronx, is an example of the
dedication and compassion that it
takes to be a foster parent.

As the economy worsens, county
officials predict that more and
more children will be placed into
foster care as a result of financial

One Alexandria woman
exemplifies the struggles
and rewards of
being a foster parent.

Three-year-old Amada Wells reads a book to her adoptive
mother Katina.
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Open Homes, Open Hearts

See Adopted,  Page 30

“I want her to know
that her Mom loved
her so much that
she gave her to me
because she
couldn’t provide
care at the time.”

— Katina Wells

The man who is prepared has
his battle half fought. —Miguel de Cervantes
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com

Majors’ Win Streak, Playoffs End Abruptly

Mount Vernon’s Brian Green (No. 6) breaks out for a run in a game earlier this season against West Potomac.
Running back Brandon O’Clisham (No. 5) did not play against Stone Bridge due to injury.

Lopsided loss to Stone
Bridge doesn’t spoil
successful season.
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By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

N
o coach wants the task
of explaining away a
blowout loss to end the
season. But as Mount

Vernon coach Tom Glynn talked to his
team about the 42-0 loss it had just

suffered at the
hands of undefeated
defending state
champion Stone
Bridge last Friday
night, his message
was simple.

“This is who
you’re going to line
up against next
year,” he told his
team after it lost the
Div. 5 Northern re-
gion semifinal game.

What Glynn
meant is that no

matter how lopsided the defeat may
have been, the juggernaut that is
Stone Bridge isn’t going anywhere
fast. Mount Vernon now has a mea-
suring stick for future success after
making the playoffs for the second-
consecutive season.

“THEY SAW what the playoffs are
like,” senior running back Kyle Ricks
said as he walked off the field for the
last time in his high school career.
“(Stone Bridge) looks like they got us
in the weight room, so now our un-
derclassmen have to get in the weight
room and get ready for next year.”

The Majors kept things close in the
early going against a team that hasn’t
lost a game since last September.

Mount Vernon’s defense was particularly
stout, forcing an early fumble by Stone
Bridge’s Division-I bound running back, se-
nior Daniel Allen, which was recovered by
senior defensive back Biazek Hill.

Stone Bridge didn’t score its first touch-
down until less than 10 seconds remained
in the first quarter, a notable achievement
considering the Bulldogs have beaten op-
ponents by an average score of 50-7 this
season.

From there, though, it was all down hill
for Mount Vernon (9-3 overall, 5-1 National
District). The Majors couldn’t sustain any
sort of offensive rhythm, picking up just one
first down the entire game. Stone Bridge’s
front seven, which features six players that

will be suiting up for ACC teams next fall,
held Mount Vernon’s powerful running
game in check.

Ricks finished with just 22 yards, while
quarterback and big play threat Brian
Green was held to just one yard per carry.
It was a frustrating night for Mount
Vernon, who entered the game on a seven-
game winning streak, but could muster just
71 total yards.

“In the beginning, we played a real good
game,” said Glynn. “The problem was we
couldn’t get anything moving on offense.”

THE LOSS WAS BITTERSWEET for the
team’s 22 seniors, who have watched as the
program rebuilt from a 1-8 season their

freshman year into a No. 3 seed semi-final-
ist in the northern region playoffs.

Part of the problem for the Majors on this
night was the lack of some of those seniors.
The Majors’ starting running back, senior
Brandon O’Clisham, was out with a concus-
sion, while both of Mount Vernon’s starting
offensive tackles were also forced to miss
the game with injuries.

That did nothing to dampen the mood of
Glynn, who fully understands just how
much of an impact this group has had on
changing the culture around campus.

“People can say what they want,” Glynn
said of the season-ending blowout. “We still
finished the season 8-2, not a lot of people
can say that.”

“We still
finished the
season 8-2,
not a lot of
people can
say that.”

— Mount Vernon
coach Tom Glynn

Sports Briefs

From left: Freshman Dale Lescher, junior Julianne Bigler, coach Don
Bebbe, junior Kelsey Rosenberg, and freshman Sarah Jane Underwood at
last weekend’s Battle of the Potomac cross-country race.

See Sports Briefs,  Page 26
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Cross-country
Border War

The annual Battle of the Potomac cross
country race, pitting the top runners from
Virginia and Maryland against one another,
was held last weekend and four West
Potomac students delivered standout per-
formances, despite the wet conditions.

A week after finishing in the top-10 at
the Virginia state cross country meet, jun-
ior Julianne Bigler came in sixth place with
a time of 20:31. Before the race, Bigler was
named captain of the Virginia team.

Junior Kelsey Rosenberg wasn’t far be-
hind, finishing with a time of 20:45, good
for eighth place overall. Freshman Sarah
Jane Underwood was also impressive, clock-

ing a time of 20:50 (12th place) and fresh-
man Dale Lescher rounded out the group
of Wolverine girls in the race, finishing in
16th place.

Because of their showings, Bigler and
Rosenberg now move onto the Foot Locker
South Regionals in Charlotte, which are
schedule to take place on Nov. 29.

Successful Raffle
Season for Sportsmen

The Fort Hunt Sportsmen’s Association
has concluded another successful Redskin’s
Tickets Raffle — the local club’s 45th an-
nual raffle. This year’s raffle winner is Scott
Hilliard, a co-worker of Fort Hunt Sports
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Sports

West Potomac Loses Its ‘Pop Pop’
Volunteer assistant
coach left mark on
Wolverine community.

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

W
hen former West
Potomac softball
coach Dennis Day
thinks about his old

friend Bill Ambrose, his thoughts in-
evitably drift back to candy.

Ambrose, who was a volunteer as-
sistant on the Wolverine softball team
during Day’s eight seasons as head

coach (2000-
2007), used to sit
in the same spot of
the West Potomac
home dugout dur-
ing games. As Day
describes it,
Ambrose sat in the
back left corner of
the bench every
game with a can of
soda, nervously
pacing as he
watched West
Potomac on the
field.

Win or lose,
though, once the girls walked off the
field, they were greeted with a piece
of candy straight from the pocket of
the man they affectionately called
“Pop Pop.”

“He was always there with a warm
smile and a piece of butterscotch,”
said Day.

But there will be no more sweet
giveaways after the West Potomac
High School community lost one of
its beloved figures on Nov. 7. Ambrose
died at the age of 74 after a six-year
battle with a combination of lung,
liver, kidney, and bone cancer, accord-
ing to his daughter Patti Jones.

Friends and family who remember
Ambrose best say his memory will for-
ever live in the athletic facilities of
the school, where he made an indel-
ible mark on the students he coached
and mentored.

BACK IN 2000 Ambrose had no in-
tentions of being a full-time coach,

“He was
always there
with a warm
smile and a
piece of
butterscotch.”

—former West
Potomac softball

coach Dennis Day

he just wanted to spend
more time around his two
twin grand daughters,
Amy and Sarah Jones. So
Ambrose, who was retired
after a long career as a
master carpenter for
Heiman Construction,
signed up as a volunteer
coach for the girl’s basket-
ball team, which the two
girls both played on. Later
that spring, after a suc-
cessful stint with basket-
ball, Ambrose decided to
help Day out on the soft-
ball field. From there, the
student body just became
attached to “Pop Pop”, a name everybody
called him.

“Even the principal,” said Jones, who
works as a secretary at West Potomac.
“When he was in the hospital, he got hun-
dreds of letters from players that had long
been off to college.”

Day first met Ambrose in
1996, but when he took
over as head softball coach
in 2000 the two didn’t
know each other well. But
quickly the two formed a
friendship and Ambrose
began helping out during
the summers when Day
would coach a travel soft-
ball team. He also helped
coach a girl’s travel basket-
ball team.

Jones said some of her
father’s greatest joys in life
came from the road trips
he took as part of those
travel teams, going to

places like Myrtle Beach and Graves Moun-
tain for tournaments.

Day described Ambrose’s role as more
than just a coach. Since, he was actually
the grandfather to two girls on the team
when he first started coaching, other play-
ers picked up on that dynamic. He served

as a shoulder to lean on during tough times,
giving advice when asked. Some players
even had a tradition of touching his hat
before they would take the field.

“He loved softball and loved being around
the kids and loved being a part of it,” said
Day, who stepped down as West Potomac’s
coach in 2007. “For me, he was an unbe-
lievable friend. It’s just not going to be the
same.”

AMBROSE DID all this for little or no com-
pensation. Jones said her father would only
accept $1 a year from the school for all the
time he put in.

Ambrose was only able to make it to a
couple games the past few seasons as his
condition worsened, but there’s no deny-
ing the impact he had on the West Potomac
community and the West Potomac commu-
nity had on him.

“He just had a ball with the kids,” said
Jones. “He loved going to the games and
the practices. I really think it helped him
get through the past few years.”

Volunteer assistant Bill “Pop Pop’ Ambrose (top right) and head coach Dennis Day (top left) with the 2006
West Potomac softball team that went undefeated.
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Bill “Pop Pop” Ambrose
with West Potomac
starting softball pitcher
Elizabeth Crow.

man Bo Rollins, who presented Hilliard
with a pair of Redskins season tickets.

The Sportsmen would like to thank
their generous sponsors.  Without the
sponsors, the organization would not be
able to provide financial support to the

From Page 25

Sports Briefs

numerous youth sports activities in the Fort
Hunt area — up to and including West
Potomac High School sports teams.

Umpires Needed
The Northern Virginia Softball Umpires

Association is seeking new umpires for the
2009 season. The association is responsible
for umpiring softball (fast-pitch and slow-
pitch) recreation league games, VHSL/High
School games and several tournaments in
the Northern Virginia area. Umpires can
earn $23+ an hour. Flexible schedule based

on the individual’s ability and availabil-
ity during the week and weekends.
NVSUA uses a Web based scheduling pro-
gram.  We provide in-depth training,
which begins in January. Contact Judy
Cole at JudyUIC@cox.net or 571-236-
5744.
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By Chuck Hagee

Gazette

W
ant to win a $4,000 make
over? Or know someone
deserving of such a treat for
the holidays? Radiance

Medspa at 917 King St. in Old Town Alex-
andria is in search of that certain someone.

“We hope to provide a real uplifting ser-
vice to someone in the community who is
deserving and really needs a lift. Hopefully,
someone who has had some hard luck and
would really benefit from this service,” said
Radiance Medspa co-owner Catherine
Corcoran.

The winner of the “Harvest Your Beauty
Makeover Contest” will be chosen from an
essay of 500 words or less written by the
recipient or someone recommending a de-
serving recipient. Deadline for submission
of the essay is Wednesday, Nov. 26.

It can be submitted on line to
cathy@radianceoldtown.com or by mail to

Radiance Medspa, 917 King St., Alexandria,
VA 22314. If mailed, it must be postmarked
Nov. 26, Corcoran said.

Radiance Medspa is a licensed medical
facility specializing in skin care, according
to Corcoran and her partner Barbara Toliver.
Between them they have close to 80 years
medical experience,
she noted.

Corcoran is a licensed
nurse practitioner and
Toliver is a physician’s
assistant. The practice
is overseen by
Corcoran’s husband
Timothy Corcoran,
M.D.

Prior to opening Radiance MedSpa,
Toliver worked at Inova Fair Oaks Hospital
in the emergency room. Corcoran was in
nursing care at the Fairfax County South
County Governnment Center. “We also
worked together for nine years at a family
practice in the area,” Corcoran said.

“That’s where we saw a lot of dermatol-
ogy patients. We also saw a lot of the insur-
ance problems faced by physicians today —
insurance companies denying claims or not
authorizing needed procedures. Our health
system is broken,” Corcoran said.

Radiance Medspa opened in April 2006.
Consultations are conducted with each cli-

ent prior to instituting any procedure.
“We determine with each patient
what treatment they want or need,”
Toliver said.

“We have sent notices of the con-
test to all our clients. But, so far we
have received only one response,”

Corcoran said.
“Our staff will

read each of the
entries and rate
each story. We
will make every
effort to be as
objective as pos-
sible. Entries

can be submitted either by the per-
son hoping to win or by someone rec-
ommending someone else,” Toliver
said.

They estimated the value of the
prize at approximately $4,000. It con-
sists of make up application, non-sur-
gical medical procedures, teeth whit-
ening, a massage, and a skin tight-
ening procedure. It is the latter pro-
cedure that is the most expensive el-
ement, according to Corcoran.

“This contest is all about helping
someone who really needs it. We
want to give back to the community,”
Corcoran said.

Medspa Winner To Receive $4,000 Makeover
Salon provides
dermatology
services to female
and male clients.

Catherine Corcoran, licensed nurse
practitioner, and Barbara Toliver, a
physician’s assistant, of Radiance
Medspa in Alexandria.

Health

“We want to give back
to the community.”

— Catherine Corcoran,
co-owner, Radiance Medspa
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Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

EXPERIENCE THE JOYS AND REWARDS

Over 550 independently owned & operated offices worldwide

Quality of life is important to everyone. We help
keep seniors independent. If you like to cook, run
errands, and are a people person we need
Companions and CNAs. We also offer flexible FT
& PT hrs.  We only hire the best.  Visit:

www.BeAComfortKeeper.com

703-591-7117

WE ARE COMFORT KEEPER®

COMMERCIAL CARPET 
CLEANING TECH,  P/T

15-20 hrs/wk.  Evenings/weekends.  Exp 
pref’d but not req’d.  Must be US citizen, 
good driving record, able to pass criminal 
background check.  Spanish a plus.  Fax 
resume to 703-288-4921 or email 
pmcquiney@freedomflooringinc.com

Dietary Aide
Lincolnian Senior Residences, an Assist-
ed Living Community in Alexandria, VA 
is seeking PT Dietary Aides.  Must be re-
liable, courteous and energetic.  Apply in 
person at Lincolnian Senior Residences, 
4710 North Chambliss  Street,  Alexan-
dria,  VA   22312.   EOE.

FILE CLERK
Needed - F/T File Clerk for

Alexandria/Annandale medical 
practice.  Excellent salary and benefits.  
Please fax resume to 703-578-4161.

GROVETON BAPTIST 
CHURCH - Alexandria, Va

Seeking P/T Admin Assist.  30 hrs/wk.  
Microsoft Publisher a must.  

Send resume to: 
info@grovetonbaptistchurch.org.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MEDICAL BILLING/ 
FRONT DESK

ALEX/ARL.  P/T, 3-4 days.  Private 
medical office needs very reliable and 
prof indiv with strong  billing exp.  Good 
salary, great office.  Call: 301-469-7211.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

NURSE PRACTITIONER  OR  PA
Experienced in Diabetes for busy 

Endocrine Practice, Mount Vernon, 
Alexandria area.  Full Time.

Please fax resume to 703-360-0263
or call Diann Weaver 703-360-8383

PRESCHOOL TEACHERS
Position Avail. for Full-time Preschool 
teacher at Alexandria Center. Bachelors 
Degree.    At  least   2   years  experience 
required. Competitive Salary & Med 
Benefits. Earned Leave & All Federal 
Holidays Off, Paid Annual Training, 
401K. Fax Resume 703-425-2703 or 
Email Resume: jobs@achildsplaceinc.com 

EOE

WE WANT YOU!
Toys “R” Us

The World’s Largest Specialty Toy Retailer Is

Now Hiring For The Following Positions In Our

Alexandria, Va Store:

• Positions Include,

• Overnight Stockers,

• Cashiers,

• Sales-floor,

• And Guest Service Team Members.

We Are Looking For Individuals Who Are

Committed To Providing Outstanding Service To

Our Guests. If You Are Dependable And Ready

To Take On Responsibility, We’ll Teach You The

Rest.  We Offer A Flexible Schedule, Along With

An Associate Discount. If This Sounds Exciting

To You Please Apply On-line At:

Www.ruscareers.com
EOE

Registered Medication Techs
Lincolnian Senior Residences, an Assisted 
Living Community in Alexandria, VA is 
seeking Registered Medication Techs. 
Qualified candidates should have experience 
working with the elderly and good clinical 
and interpersonal skills.  VA License is re-
quired.  Apply in person at Lincolnian Se-
nior Residences, 4710 North Chambliss 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22312.  EOE.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects
of the newspaper business. Internships avail-
able in reporting, photography, research,
graphics. Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career. Unpaid.
Call John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or email
internship@connection
newspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

PIANOS
1/2 Price

After more than 50 yrs - we’re closing out!
Band Instruments, guitars, violins,

office file cabs. & desks.
Pianos starting at $995

Call Gordon Keller
703-548-8833

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 3 RE for Rent

King St. Metro Location 
$3,200 The Royalton

Gorgeous 2B/2Ba 
double MBR’s 

Live like Royalty in a 
Luxurious building, custom 
decorated rare floor plan w/ 
curved wall of windows, 2 
garage spaces & storage 

Long day? Raining? 
Snowing? Hungry? 

No problem, take the 
elevator downstairs to Whole 
Foods for gourmet food and 
wine.

Available immediately 
240-876-8233 

fleet-man@msn.com

12 Commercial Lease

OLD TOWN 
500 N Washington ST

Exec Suites, 
Shared Services

Free Parking 
$495-$1,495 mo.

Please Call 
(703)739-9805

Small office spaces
near King St metro 

Patton office, Federal 
court. Share with 

other professionals 
703-683-5666

15 Getaways

Enjoy warm beach waters 
past Labor Day

Extend your beach season 
into the fall with soothing 
and warmer ocean waters 
at this Sunset Beach, NC 
vacation home. Furnished 3 
or 4 bdrm, 2 bath, $525,000. 
Newly remodeled, bright 
and airy beach island home 
on a secluded area of the is-
land surrounded by views of 
the canal, marsh and ocean 
inlet. Sit on one of the newly 
built front porches (1 
screened) and capture a 
gorgeous sunrise with your 
morning coffee or unwind 
with friends in the evening 
on the back deck and experi-
ence stunning sunset views. 
Whether you're looking for 
an investment property with 
excellent rental history, a 
vacation home on a unique 
island, or a little bit of both, 
this is the house for you.

Sunset Beach, a small barri-
er reef island 2 1/2 miles 
long and 1/3 mile wide, is 
quiet and family oriented and 
only 30 minutes from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. Call 
Carly or David at 336-282-
1870 for more details

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Lic. #7363

NO JOB TOO BIG NO JOB TOO SMALL Residential & Commercial

ASPHALT ASPHALT

A Unique Detailed & Orderly 
Cleaning Service

20 yrs exp. 
Lic. Bonded, Ins.

Res. & Comm 
Reliable. Exc refs available.

703-960-4671

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

A&S LANDSCAPING
Fall Cleanup • Planting • Mulching •
Sodding • Patios • Decks • Retaining

Walls • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

FALL SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

Painting
Drywall...Wallpaper

Exc refs. Quality service.  Neatness 

Interior & Exterior, Resid. & Comm

571-259-9348

703-960-4671
Design & Murals also available

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

GUTTER

LEAF
REMOVAL
GUTTER

CLEANING

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

703-354-4333

20 YEARS EXP.

• Wood Replace & Wrapping
• Pressure Washing,
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

metrogutter.com

GUTTER

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

CONCRETE

RATCLIFF
CONSTRUCT. 

CO.
Concrete & Brick  
Stone Specialist

Additions & Basemnts 
4th Generation,

Class A Lic & Ins 
Free Est.

800-820-1404

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$120    half cord
$210    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne

Light Electrical • Plumbing 
• Bathroom Renovation •  

Ceramic Tile • Drywall 
Repair

703-922-4190
www.rclhomerepairs.com

Licensed        Insured

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

FALL
CLEAN-UP

The
PLANTSMAN
Maintenance, Planting,

Design
18 Yrs., Hort. Certified

703.329.1908
Free Estimates

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Retaining Walls
Fall Clean-Up • Drainage Solutions

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

MULCH

OAK FIREWOOD
Full Cord

Guaranteed to Burn
or money back

Beware of truckloads
or racks

 703-327-4224
703-568-8014 cell

Curtis Neil

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Tree Stump Removal
• Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
703-373-3297

New#- 571-312-7227

WALLPAPERING

DAVE’S
PAPERHANGING
✓Wallpaper Hanging

✓Removal

✓Repair

✓Interior Painting

703-339-0755
WWW.NVADB.COM

GUTTER
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stresses. “We’re really worried about fos-
ter care,” county spokesperson Kurt Larrick
said. “With the economy, there might be a
lot more parents who throw up their hands
and just can’t deal with it.”

Rosemary Hubbard, administrator of
Arlington’s Foster Care Program, said that
there are currently 160 minors in the
county’s custody. “Our mandate is to try to
help the biological families to improve the
situation so [their children] can go home,”
she said. “If we can’t do that, we look to-
wards their relatives and then our third goal
would be adoption.”

Ten of Arlington’s foster children were
adopted last year and 10 more are currently
in the adoption process, Hubbard said. In
some cases, foster parents can become the
adoptive parents of their foster children.

This is the course of action Wells took with
Amada. After serving as her foster mother
for nearly three years, Wells officially be-
came Amada’s adoptive mother this week-
end in a ceremony at the Arlington County
Courthouse.

“[Amada] has blossomed because of the
attention and unconditional love that Katina
provides,” Arlington County social worker
Jenna Duffy said at the ceremony.

BUT DESPITE the finalization of the adop-
tion, Wells said that there would still be a
place in Amada’s life for her biological
mother. She took Amada to her biological
mother’s family reunion picnic recently. “I
still want you guys in her life because I want
her to know her family,” she told Amada’s
biological mother. “There are things that
you could explain to her that I wouldn’t be
able to.”

While she retains all legal rights over
Amada, Wells has given Amada’s biological
mother the option of seeing her once a
month. “Sometimes she does and some-
times she doesn’t,” Wells said. “But I do
want her to be in her life.”

Hubbard said that having some kind of
contact with a foster child’s birth mother is
“very important” in making the transition

for foster children less traumatic.
But maintaining a good relationship with

Amada’s birth mother hasn’t always been
easy, Wells said.

She can be very bitter towards Wells and
often tries to tell her how Amada should be
raised. But after taking a class in foster and
adoptive parenting through the county,
Wells knows not to take any of this person-
ally.

A parent who had her children taken
away from her explained to Wells why bio-
logical parents are often resentful towards
their foster counterparts. “[It’s] just because
we can’t find anything wrong with what
you’re doing,” she told Wells. “When the
child is taken away from the parent, the
parent feels very guilty. We don’t have any-
one else to lash out at so we lash out at the
person who’s taking care of our child.”

Wells tries to reach out to Amada’s bio-
logical mother, even though she has no ob-
ligation to do so, because she wants Amada
to know her identity as she grows older and
to have a sense of background. “I want her
to know that her Mom loved her so much
that she gave her to me because she couldn’t
provide care at the time,” she said.

IT IS WELLS’ own background that
spurred her to become a foster parent.
When she was growing up in the Bronx, her
cousin’s sister was killed in a foster home
after being beaten to death. “That told me
that when I grew up and I was stable I
would provide care for someone’s child just
to save their life so they wouldn’t have to
go through what my cousin’s sister went
through,” Wells said.

Eleven years ago, Wells moved from New
York to Northern Virginia to live with her
sister. But only two weeks after she had left
the Bronx, her sister kicked her out of her
apartment after a disagreement. Knowing
no one in the area and having no savings to
fall back on, Wells moved into a homeless
shelter.

“At first I was scared because you hear
about these shelters in New York,” she said.
“But I was surprised. … It was clean. It was
really nice. You had to get out five hours a

Many Foster Children Being Adopted

day to get a job. I was able to save money
and not worry about having a roof over my
head.”

Wells spent a few months in the shelter
and then moved into transitional housing,
eventually finding her own apartment in
Alexandria. She started her own successful
in-home day care business and now works
at Barcroft where she recently got a pro-
motion.

“I had to go through that experience to
make me what I am now,” Wells said. “I
didn’t have to go to the shelter. I could have
gone back to New York. But I didn’t want
to because … I feel like I’d failed if I moved
back.”

NOW WELLS is the proud parent of a
bright and loving three-year-old girl. At the
adoption ceremony this weekend at the
County Courthouse, Amada hid behind her
new mother’s leg as Judge Benjamin
Kendrick recognized the two as a family in
the eyes of the court.

“She’s a model foster parent,” Arlington
County social worker N’Dorah Tarawally
said. “I idolize her in a lot of ways.”

Becoming a foster parent and adopting a
child has impacted Wells’ life just as much
as it has Amada’s. Wells said that she is look-
ing to adopt more children and that her
home will continue to be open to foster
children who have nowhere else to turn. “I
feel blessed,” she said.

Judge Benjamin Kendrick final-
izes Katina Wells’ adoption of
three-year-old Amada Wells.
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P
utting an actual face to giving dur-
ing the upcoming holiday season
makes it very personal — and, hope-

fully, more rewarding to benefactors. That’s
the theory behind the Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce change in their an-
nual “Fill the Chamber Toy Chest” for 2008.

“In past years, we have placed empty
boxes in businesses and have asked the com-
munity to ‘“Fill the Chamber Toy Chest.’
These have been successful drives and we
have appreciated the community’s willing-
ness to participate,” said Holly Dougherty,
Chamber executive director.

“This year, at the recommendation of the
Program Committee, we are trying a new
approach to caring for the children in our
community. We are asking our members and
the community at large to adopt children

in need for the holiday season,” Dougherty
said.

To accomplish this the Chamber is
partnering with Good Shepherd Housing
and Family Services and the Fairfax County
Department of Community and Recreation
Services to adopt children of families in
need during the holiday season. In many
cases, the gifts these children receive
through this program may be the only gifts
they receive for the holidays, according to
the Chamber.

TO IDENTIFY families and children in
need, the Chamber has posted their names
on their Web site www.MtVernon-
LeeChamber.org. They are asking members
to “provide one or two gifts and/or pieces
of clothing” for the children “adopted.”

To participate in this holiday effort, bene-
factors are asked to contact Amparo
O’Connell at oconnell@goodhousing.org. or
by calling 703-768-9404. O’Connell will
maintain the master list and make sure each
family is cared for to alleviate any duplica-
tion of effort, according to the Chamber
announcement.

Gifts are to be wrapped with the child’s
name on a gift tag. They are then to be
placed in a large black plastic bag labeled
with the family number. All gifts are to be
delivered to Good Shepherd Housing and
Family Services, 8305 Richmond Highway,
Suite 17B, Alexandria, VA 22309 by Dec.
15. Gifts for Community and Recreation
Services are also to be taken to that loca-
tion for distribution to the appropriate de-
livery point.

Chamber: Putting a Child’s Face on Giving
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